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Regent condoles Blair 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent* Monday sent a cable to 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair condoling him in 
his name and on behalf of the Jordanian people and 
government over the death of several people in the ter- 
rorist bombing in Northern Ireland. Prince Hassan 
described the- blast as a criminal act, saying that Jor- 
dan condemns such acts of violence and terrorism 
whatever their reasons are. On the other hand. Prince 
Hassan sent two cables to Kenyan President Daniel 
ArabMoi and Tanzanian President Benjamin William 
Makaba at which he extended his condolences over 
the loss of lives caused by the latest bombings in the 
capitals of the two countries. 
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‘Arab summit depends on Arafat’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said 
Monday that the staging of an Arab summit on the peace 
process would hinge cm Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
declaring that peace talks had reached a dead-end. “When 
the Palestinians announce they have reached an impasse in 
talks with the Israelis, we will pur the issue to Arab leaders, 
and if they agree on the holding of a summit, the meeting 
will take place," Mubarak told Mayo, the ruling National 
Democratic Party's weekly newspaper. Mubarak said he will 
bold talks here with Arafat Tuesday on laiest developments 
b the peace process which has been stalled for more than 17 
months. He said he hoped Israel would accept the U.S. pro- 
posal bat it withdraw from a further 13 per cent of the West 
Bank in exchange for a renewed Palestinian commitment to 
fighting terrorism, saying it would be a "step on the path of 
a just peace" between Israel and Arab nations. 
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Senate passes press law 


By Fairooz Abu-Gbazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Only a few senators 
attempted to introduce changes to the 
draft press and publications law yes- 
terday, but the firm management of 
the session by Speaker Zeid Rifai 
scuffled their efforts. 

Eight senators out of the 36 present 
voted against the 54-article draft 
which passed the Upper House with- 
out a single amendment. 

“This is a law that does not differ- 
entiate between an accurate report on 
the one hand, and publications circu- 
lating false reports on the other," for- 
mer Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti told the House. “Most of the 
prohibitions in the law do not take 
into account whether a report is accu- 
rate or not.” 

The law, passed by the S enate as 
submitted by the elected representa- 
tives of the Lower House, prohibits 
publication of any material which dis- 
parages the King or any member of 
the Royal Family or reveals sensitive 
information about the Armed Forces. 

Article 42 of the draft also bans arti- 
cles which could harm the stability of 
the Jordanian dinar , undermine 
national unity, degrade religion or 
morals, damage an individual's repu- 
tation, publish state’s classified docu- 
ments or give out information about 
secret parliamentary sessions. 

Journalists found in violation of die 
14 topics banned in Article 42 are 


liable for penalties ranging from 
JD5.000 to JDIO.OOO. 

Human rights advocates and jour- 
nalists claim that many articles in the 
draft contradict both the Constitution 
and international conventions to 
which Jordan is a signatory. They 
also assert that ambiguous lan guage 
in the draft coupled with exacting 
penalties will be used to ‘harass" 
journalists and force a regime of self- 
censorship at newspapers. 

Though some senators presented 
strong arguments against different 
articles in the law, their small number 
and the few proposals they submitted 
made it very easy for the speaker to 
push the articles through without 
much resistance. 

During yesterday's session, Kabari- 
ti suggested the establishment of a 
higher press council to monitor jour- 
nahstic ethics, help solve disputes and 
serve as a “safety valve" preventing 
selectivity and inconsistency in 
implementing the law and prohibiting 
unjust decisions regarding the punish- 
ment of publications and journalists 
before they are tried. 

Former Prime Minis ter Mudar Bad- 
ran seconded Kabariti’s proposal and 
asked the assembly to incorporate a 
provision to this effect in Article 7 of 
the draft The government agreed to 
lay the legal framework for the estab- 
lishment of the council, but Badran’s 
proposal was not put to vote as cus- 
tomary in proposals seconded by 
another senator. 


The assembly also paused at Article 
25 of the law, which stipulates that 
“the owner of a publication should be 
a Jordanian national , a Jordanian- 
owned institution or a registered Jor- 
danian political patty.” 

Kabariti said the article bars publi- 
cations, like the London-based A1 
Hayat and A1 Sharq A1 Awsat, from 
printing in Jordan. 

“Yet there is no law that prohibits 
Radio Monte Carlo or MBC from 
broadcasting out of any part of Jor- 
dan," he said. 

After some debate, senators also 
endorsed a provision buried in the end 
of the draft that gives courts the right 
to suspend a publication while it 
- looks into a case involving that publi- 
cation for the time it deems necessary, 
if “the court sees that that secures 
public interest and national security." 

‘Is it sensible to suspend a publica- 
tion for a year while looking into a 
case filed against it?" asked Badran. 
“What if after a year the court finds 
the publication innocent?" 

Attempts by Kabariti and Senator 
Laila.Sharaf, a former information 
minister, to scrap the provision failed 
when (he majority of the House voted 
to keep it 

Journalists covering yesterday’s 
session said Rifai played a pivotal 
role in maintaining the draft in its cur- 
rent formal by speeding up the 
debaie. 

“It was very obvious that the speak- 
er did not want any amendments to be 


made so that the draft would not go 
back to the Lower House,” said Tareq 
Momarti. correspondent of the Arabic 
Daily AJ Ra’i and Vice President of 
the Jordan Press Association- “He 
broke away from the House's internal 
regulations on a number of occasions 
by not putting to vote proposals made 
and seconded by senators.” 

According to the Constitution, the 
law will go into effect after it is rati- 
fied by a Royal Decree. If the King 
wishes, he can send the law back to 
Parliament with his reasons for Dot 
ratifying it 

Tbe Lower House Legal Commit- 
tee, which revised the draft spent 
more than two weeks studying the 
legislation and meeting with repre- 
sentatives from all walks of (be media 
industry. The House then spent three . 
sessions before finalising its delibera- 
tions over the draft. 

The Senate Legal Committee, on 
the other hand, studied the draft in 
one meeting and tbe assembly dis- 
cussed the entire law in one session. 

The following eight senators voted 
against the law: Laila Sharaf. Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Mudar Badran, for- 
mer deputy prime minister Thouqan 
Hindawi, former trade minister Taber 
Kanaan, former .trade minister Rajai' 
Muasher. former chief of the Royal 
Court Adrian Abu Odeh and former 
minister of industry and a leadin g 
businessman Hamdi Tabs' a. 


Clinton testifies 
before grand 
jury, prosecutor 


WASHINGTON (R) — Deter- 
mined to teD “the whole truth," 
President Bill Chntoa on Mon- 
day began giving grand jury 
testimony in which he was 
expected to admit to an “in^p- 
propriate” physical idatknsbip 
with Monica Lewinsky. 

After last-mimae talks with 
his private attorneys. Clinton 
entered the White House M tsp 
Room and began his sworn tes- 
timony a minute earlier than 
scheduled, ar 12:59 p.m. EDT 
(1659 GMT), said White 
House spokesman Joe Lode- 
hart 

He was answering questions 
from independent counsel Ken- 
neth Starr and his team, wbo 
arrived at tire tfiptomatic 
at trance of the White House a 
half hour earlier in a pair of 
cars. 

Aides described Clinton, 
wbo turns 52 on Wednesday, as 
ronfident and ready to gra it 
ova* with and said his wife 
Hillary Rodham Clinton was 
an active participant in the strat- 
egy sessions. 

“5 wouldn’t say he is exactly 
looking forward to it, but he 
knows whh certainty what Ik is 
going to testify to~and that is 
the truth and the whole truth,” 
said White House spokesman 
MIkeMcCuny. 

With 23 grand jurors watch- 
ing on cksecktircuit television 
a: the federal courthouse a mile 
(1.6 km) away, Clinton was 
expected to admit what advis- 
ers called an “inappropriate." 
and physical, relationship with 
Lewinsky when she was a 21- 
year-dd unpaid White House 
intern . 

But they .said he would insist 
be did not commii perjury 
when he denied an affair with 
Lewinsky in die Paula Jones 
sexual harassment case last 
January. Lewinsky, now 25, 
told the grand jury earlier this 
month of numerous sexual 
encounters with CHrtton inside 
the White House, sources have 
said. 

Clinton became the first sit- 
ting U.S. president to give 
sworn testimrarybefixe a grand 
jury in which he is accused of 
crimes. His testimony was 
expected to take several hours. 

Once it was completed, his 
lawyer David Kendall was 


expected to deliver a brief state- 
ment to reporters. 

Then Clinton was expected 
to give a nationally televised 
statement to the American peo- 
ple, in an effort to control the 
damage from more than six 
months of insisting he (fid not 
have sexual relations with tire 
person he at one moment 
referred to as “that woman. 
MissLewinskyT 

McCurry, while insisting he 
did not know what Clinton 
would say in die testimony, said 
nonetheless he believes drat 
Clinton “needs to talk to the 
American people." 

He said Ctinton, his wife and 
their 18-year-okJ daughter 
Chelsea are now expected to 
depart cm Tuesday instead of 
Monday night lor a vacation on 
the Massachusetts island of 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

Starr has been investigating 
whether Clinton had an affair 
with Lewinsky and then con- 
spired with her to lie about it, 
charges that if proven true, 
could lead to impeachment 
proceedings against dm ton. 

“We’re continuing to do what 
we said we would and drat is to 
complete the investigation as 
fairly and as efficiently as we 
can and that’s whai we’re going 
to do,” Starr spokesman 
Charles Bakaiy told reporters. 

A huge •throng of reporters, 
photographers and television 
camera were at the White 
House to give minute-by- 
minute accounts of the day. 

CHnlon met with the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson, a prominent civil 
rights leader; fix conversation 
and prayer at the White House 
late on Sunday nigfrL “I mean 
face it, he (.Clinton) is embar- 
rassed by whatever happened 
— however one defines inap- 
propriate, and Hillary has had 
to fare the humiliati on of it afl. 
But then, she is mature and they 
are in love and their marriage 
will survive this," Jackson told 
CNN on Monday. 

* Jackson said he met first with 
Mrs. Clinton and Chelsea and 
then with the president and first 
lady. Jackson said his talks whh 
the family were “about matters 
of faith" which he called “pri- 
vate,” and he said he prayed 
with tbe president before 
departing. 


Albright calls Arafat amid 
efforts to set up meeting 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — U.S. 
Secretary of Stale Madeleine - 
Albright telephoned Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
Monday amid reports of 
Israeli and U.S. efforts to 
arrange a top level meeting 
with the Palestinian leaden 

“Albright caBed President 
Arafat to discuss the latest 
developments in the peace 
process,” said Nabil Abu 
Rudeina, a close advisor to 
tbe Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) president 

He reftised to give further 
details of the conversation, the 
latest in a series of telephone 
contacts between the two 
about Israeii-Palestinian 
peace negotiations which 
have been stalled for more 
than 1 7 months. 

The Israeli newspaper 
Maariv reported Monday that 
Israeli and U.S. officials were 
pressing Arafat to meet with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai in a bid to 
break tbe deadlock. 

Tbe newspaper quoted 
Israeli officials'claiming that 
tbe gaps between the two 
sides concerning die key issue 
erf overdue Israeli withdrawals 


fipra more of the West Bank 
were narrower than reported 
in the press and that a deal 
was possible. 

But asked Monday if any 
meetings with the Israelis 
were planned, Arafat replied: 
“Not yet” 

At a meeting with leftist 
Israeli lawmakers on Sunday 
Arafat insisted tbe negotia- 
tions were at a dead-end and 
warned that Palestinians wo^ 
losing patience with the stale- 
mate. Speaking after a meet- 
ing here Monday with former 
French Prime Minister 
Micbel Rocard, Arafat called 
on die broader international 
community to join in pressur- 
ing Israel. 

‘The international commu- 
nity must act to save the situa- 
tion,” be said. 

Arafat also reaffirmed his 
support for a joint French- 
Egyptian suggestion made 
several months ago for an 
international conference on 
the stalled peace process. 

The Palestinians have 
refused to meet directly with 
the Israelis for some two 
weeks, saying the Israeli side 
was not negotiating in good 


faith on tbe basis of a US. 
peace package involving the 
West Bank pullbacks. 

The U.S. plan would require 
Israel to withdraw from an 
additional 13 per cent of the 
West Bank in tandem with 
tougher Palestinian action 
against armed Islamists. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu has 
resisted the U.S. proposals for 
months, claiming a withdraw- 
al from 13 per cent more of 
the West Bank would endan- 
ger Israeli security interests. 

Earlier this month he 
offered to cede 10 per cent of 
the West Bank and to declare 
another three per cent “nature 
reserves” where tbe PNA 
have only very limited pow- 
ers. Arafat said do. 

In a phone conversation 
with Albright 10 days ago and 
a subsequent letter to tbe U.S. 
diplomat, Arafat called on 
Washington to more aggres- 
sively defend its proposals in 
tbe negotiations with Israel. 

He notably demanded that 
Albright make the U.S. initia- 
tive public and blame Israel 
for the deadlock in negotia- 
tions. 



His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Monday chairs the first pre- 
liminary meeting to consider priorities in public spending and the management of 
defence resources. Attending the meeting are members of a ministerial development 
committee and representatives of the Jordanian Armed Forces as well as the security 
departments. 

Regent chairs meeting to define 
priorities in public spending 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Monday chaired the first pre- 
liminary meeting to consider 
priorities in public spending 
and the management of 
defence resources. 

Tbe meeting, attended by 
members of a ministerial 
development committee and 
representatives of the Jordan- 
ian Aimed Forces as well as 
the security departments, was 
convened as pat of a series of 
meetings by tbe government 


and various concerned public 
sector departments in the 
course of preparing the state's 
19Sj9 fiscal budget 

Discussion focused on pri- 
orities in defence spending 
within a clear and transparent 
framework that takes into 
consideration integration and 
interconnection among the 
needs of the different sectors. 

The Regent 'had called on 
the concerned public sector 
departments to define their 
pripnties in state spending 
thrpugh an open dialogue 


involving Parliament civic 
society organisations and 
other institutions dedicated to 
serving public interest 
The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam MajalL Chief of the 
Royal Court Fayez Tarawneh. 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Abdul Hafez Nlira'i 
Kaabneh. HRH Prince, the 
commander of the special 
forces, directors of the Public 
Security, General Intelligence 
and Civil Defence depart- 
ments. 


U.N. said jikely to give 
arms inspectors go-ahead 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Security Council is con- 
sidering telling U.N. 
weapons inspectors to cany 
on with a “full range of 
activities” in Iraq, despite 
Baghdad’s recent decision 
not to cooperate that has led 
to a temporary suspension of 
inspections, counril sources 
said on Monday. 

Tbe 15-nation body was to 
hold consultations later in 
tbe day (3:30 p.m. GMT) on 
replies to be sent to tbe beads 
of the U -N. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), who for- 
mally notified the council 
last week that their activities 
had been largely blocked. 

UNSCOM. headed by 
Richard Butler, is in charge 
of scrapping Iraq’s chemical. 


biological and ballistic mis- 
sile programmes while tbe 
Vienna-based IAEA, under 
director-general Mohammad 
Al{ Baradei. monitors its 
nuclear programme. 

Council sources said mem- 
bers woe studying replies, 
drafted by the Japanese dele- 
gation, that would tell the 
chiefs of both agencies that 
the council shared their 
assessment that, under cur- 
rent circumstances, they 
weie unable to provide 
assurances Iraq was comply- 
ing with resolutions barring 
it from reestablishing 
banned weapons pro- 
grammes. 

Tbe letters would tell But- 
ler and A1 Baradei that they 
were mandated, under exist- 
ing council resolutions, to 
cany out “the full range of 


activities, including inspec- 
tions." 

They would aiso be iold to 
continue to report to the 
council any time they were 
hindered in any way from 
carrying out rhose activities. 

UNSCOM and the IAEA 
halted inspections of new 
sites in Iraq last week, but 
U.N. experts are continuing 
to monitor previously 
declared facilities where 
banned weapons activities 
could be carried out 

Telling Butler and Al 
Baradei to continue with 
inspections, while implicitly 
leaving it to them to decide 
when and how to proceed, 
would force Iraq to consider 
whether to carry out the non- 
cooperation threai it has 
announced but not yet had to 
implement. 


Majali set to reshuffle cabinet, officials predict 


By Francesca Ciriad . 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Officials on Mon- 
day predicted that His Majesty 
King Hussein’s recent empower- 
ment of HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent to accept or order 
the resignations of ministers and 
the prime minister will only 
result in a cabinet reshuffle. 

They said the reshuffle could be 
carried out early next week, after 
the publication of .a much-await- 
ed report by a commission of 
inquiry on the water crisis, 
expected to be released on 
Wednesday. 

But officials excluded the pos- 
sibility of a government change 
for the presenL 

“There is general agreement 
that the King intended to give the 
Regent a d equate authority to ran 
the country during his absence," a 
source close to the Palace said. 

"‘But this does not mean that the 
Regent will fully use all the pow- 
ers he has ” he said. 

According to the source, the 


underlying message to the gov- 
ernment in the King’s move was 
“to either work harder, be more 
efficient and solve problems, or 
resign." 

However, “there will be no dra- 
matic changes.” stressed one offi- 
cial. 

King Hussein, currently under- 
going chemotherapy in the U.S.. 
signed on August 12 a Royal 
Decree lifting, for tbe first time in 
the history of the Kingdom, one 
of the limits to the Regent's 
authority — that of accepting or 
demanding the resignations of 
ministers and the prime minister. 

Since no reference to the 
authority to appoint ministers or 
governments was ever made in 
Royal Decrees designating the 
Regent, analysts said the Regent 
has always been virtually invest- 
ed with such authority. 

The only powers that remain 
outside die scope of the Regent’s 
authority, as specified by this 
week’s decree, are entering into 
treaties and amending the Consti- 
tution. 


Officials yesterday said the 
decree signaled the possibility 
that the King could extend his 
stay abroad for weeks or even 
months. 

“The King could stay away for 
a long time, until he finishes 
treatment and recovers complete- 
ly,” one top official told the Jor- 
dan Times in a telephone inter- 
view yesterday. 

King Hussein, who has been at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, since July 14 for 
treatmenr of a B-ceil lymphoma, 
is currently undergoing the sec- 
ond of six cycles of intravenous 
chemotherapy, each lasting four 
days with a break of three weeks 
in between. 

The Aug. 12 decree came amid 
unusually direct calls' for the res- 
ignation of the 23-member team 
of Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali. in power since March 
1997. 

The government has been 
accused'by deputies and the press 
of lacking transparency and shun- 
ning responsibility for the July 


“growth rate fiasco" and the cur- 
rent six-week contaminated water 
crisis. 

In early July, the government 
found itself at odds with Parlia- 
ment in trying to explain signifi- 
cant discrepancies between its 
growth rate estimates and actual 
figures worked out by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics. 

figures disclosed during a 
World Bank team's visit showed 
a growth rate of 0.8 and 2.7 per 
cent for 1996 and 1997, respec- 
tively, while government esti- 
mates had previously placed eco- 
nomic growth at 5.2 and five per 
cent 

Diplomats said the Majali gov- 
ernment was on the verge of 
resigning over the “fiasco,” but 
the King’s unscheduled departure 
to the Mayo Clinic put off the res- 
ignation. 

Officials and government 
watchers predict that the reshuffle 
will .mainly affect the govern- 
ment’s economic team. 

Also expected is a new replace- 
ment for the minister of water. 


who resigned over the water cri- 
sis. 

After the Aug.9 resignation of 
former Water Minister Munther 
Haddadin. his portfolio was 
entrusted to Energy Minister 
Mohammad Saleh Hourani. 

The cabinet has been criticised 
at home and abroad throughout 
its 1 7 months in power for 
alleged violations of human 
rights and restrictions on public 
freedoms, but the fire against the 
cabinet intensified over the past 
two months over a controversial 
press law. described by many as 
“draconian" legislation. 

In an open letter to the Regent 
last week, the King expressed 
dissatisfaction with the way the 
government was running the 
country and disclosed previously 
unreported cases of negligence, 
including a near collision of two 
Jumbo Jets in Jordanian airspace 
and a near explosion at the Aqaba 
power plant a few months ago, 
both of which could have resulted 
in disasters. 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Tordan Times, Tuesday, August 18, 1998 


Two murdered at roadblock amid 
new wave of Algerian violence 


ALGIERS l AFP) — Two 
people were killed when 
they tried to drive through a 
road block set up by an 
armed group in the western 
coastal region of .Algeria, 
press reports said Monday 
rafter another violent week- 
end in the north African 
state. 

The group opened fire on 
the car Saturday at 9:30 p.m. 
local time near Tipaza 
between Hadjout and Nador. 
then finished off its occu- 


pants with axes, according to 
some newspapers. 

The attack was reportedly 
curried out by the same 
croup responsible for bomb 
attacks on the western coast, 
notably the bombing of a 
cemetery in Sidi Rachcd 
which killed one person and 
injured 10 others Friday. 

Among other terrorist acts 
in Algeria, which is in the 
throes of an Islamic insur- 
gency, a home-made bomb 
exploded last Thursday on a 


beach at the tourist centre of 
Sidi Fredj on the coast west 
of the capital Algiers without 
causing casualties, security 
forces said. 

Another 16 people were 
killed in three night attacks 
thought to be the work of 
armed Islamists, also last 
Thursday, at Ain Defla in the 
southwest and Laghouat in 
the south. 

Meanwhile seven armed 
Islamists were reported 
arrested Saturday near 


Relizne in the southwest as 
they allegedly prepared to 
attack a small Isolated vil- 
lage. 

They were held off by 
armed villagers until securi- 
ty forces arrived, local 
papers said. 

Earlier this month, on 
August 3. as many as 40 
people were knifed or burnt 
to death in a bus after 
Islamists set fire to the vehi- 
cle and cut the driver’s throat 
at a road block. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


SLA kills Lebanese guerrilla 


MARJAYOUN (R) — Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA ) militiamen killed one communist guerrilla and captured 
another in a clash in south Lebanon on Sunday night, an SLA 
security source said. He said an SLA patrol spatted “suspicious 
moves” near Shwaya village east of Hasbaya in the eastern 
sector of Israel’s south Lebanon occupation zone before clash- 
ing with the two men. The Lebanese National Resistance 
Ftont, the military wing of the Lebanese Communist Party, 
said in a statement on Monday that its forces had attacked 
Israeli positions in that area, and two of its guerrillas were 
missing. The last time the Communist Party attacked Israeli 
forces in south Lebanon was in 1993, the group’s sources said. 


Egyptian human rights chief detained 


CAIRO (AFP) — The head of the Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights (EOHR) was held briefly by police after his 
group published a report on the deaths of 13 prisoners in 
Egyptian jails. “The arrest, for four hours, of Hafez Abu Sida 
came a few hours after the publication of the organisation’s 
report which highlighted serious violations of prisoner's rights 
and those detained in Egyptian prisons.” a statement from the 
organisation said The group's report, published Sunday, said 
that 13 prisoners had died in Egyptian prisons over the last 10 
weeks due to lack of medical care. The EOHR said it believed 
the arrest was only the first of other “repressive measures 
against the organisation to undermine its pioneering role in 
stigmatising (he violation of human rights.” 


Team of mine-clearing dogs in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A team of mine-clearing sniffer dogs 
was deployed Monday to the northern Kurdish provinces of 
Iraq. U.N. spokesman Eric Fait said The team of six German 
shepherd dogs, three dog handlers and a supervisor arrived in 
Iraq via Ionian on Sunday from South Africa. Fait said They' 
will help mine-clearers determine the extern of the mine fields 
in the Kurdish provinces of Dohuk. Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. 
which are out of the control of Baghdad 


Immigrants continue hunger strike in Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Six foreigners jailed for illegal entry into 
Israel are continuing their hunger strike into a second week in 
an effort to gain political asylum. “Six foreigners, out of an ini- 
tial group of 1 0. are continuing their hunger strike in Hasharon 
prison" a prison spokesman told AFP “They are drinking 
water and their condition is all right because a doctor is visit- 
ing them three times a day" he said The six Iraqis, two Irani- 
ans and two Syrians sneaked into Israel in 1993 and 199L 
demanding political asylum which was ultimately refused 
them by the Israeli Supreme Court 


Turkish mayor appeals to European court 


ANKARA (.AFP) — An (sfamLst Turkish mayor, jailed for 
incitement to religious hatred has appealed for tlie second time 
to the European Court of Human Rights to overturn the sen- 
tence. the Antolia news* agency reported Monday. The mayor 
of central Turkish town of Kayseri. Sukru Knratepe. wants the 
court to cancel a five-year ban on his political activities 
imposed as pan of a sentence handed down in 1997. He was 
sentenced to one-year in prison for a speech he made in 
November 1996. calling on his audience to “always preserve 
your hare for the regime that insults your religious beliefs." In 
April the mayor appealed to the European Court to quash his 
one-year prison sentence and pay eighl million francs <51.3 
million) in damages plus interest. 


Turkey rejects flight 
ban over Cyprus 





ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey on Monday rejected 
a U.S. call for a ban on 
Turkish and Greek military 
flights over Cyprus in 
return for a halt to the' 
planned deployment of 
Russian missiles on the 
divided Mediterranean 


Russian missiles on the 
divided Mediterranean 
island. 

“We cannot accept this 
kind of a bargaining regard- 
ing the missiles.” State Min- 
ister for Cyprus matters 
Sukru Sina Gurel told the 
Anatolia news agency when 
asked if Turkey could agree 
to the fly ban. 

“We will continue to take 
all necessary measures on 
Cyprus.” he said. 

Gurel’s remarks came one 
day before the U.S. State 
Department's Cyprus 
envoy. Thomas Miller, 
arrives here for talks with 
Turkish officials. 

U.S. officials have been 
calling on Turkey and 
Greece to accept the flight 
ban as pan of efforts to 
reduce tensions in Cyprus. 

Turkish and Greek news- 
papers have recently said 
the U.S. proposal is aimed 
at persuading Cyprus’s 
internationally-recognised 


Greek-Cypriot government 
to drop plans to deploy the 
Russian-made S-300 sur- 
face-to-air missiles. 

Greek Defence Minister 
A kis Tsohatzopoulos said 
on August 2 that creating a 
no-fly zone over Cyprus 
would encourage Greek- 
Cypriot authorities to aban- 
don the controversial S-300 
order. 

Ankara, which occupies 
the northern third of 
Cyprus, has threatened to 
use force to destroy the mis- 
siles if they are deployed, 
saying they threaten both 
Turkish-Cypriot territory 
and Turkey itself. 

The United States has 
urged Greek-Cypriot 
aulhorities not to deploy the 
missiles, warning that such 
a move would fuel tension 
between Greece and 
Turkey. 

Anatolia said Miller 
would also visit Athens 
k after his two-day stay in the 
Turkish capital.’ 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkish troops occu- 
pied its north in 1974 fol- 
lowing a coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting it with 
Greece. 


REFUGEES DETAINED IN TURKEY: A group of 331 would-be refugees, mostly Turldsh nationals and Iraqi 
Kurds, wait Monday at a sports hall in Bodmin on the Aegean coast after being detained by Turkasb security. They 
were preparing to board a ship to Greece on their way possibly to northern European countries (Ar pnoto.) 


Israel wants ‘major’ role in hand 
out of Swiss bank settlements 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
wants a major role in the dis- 
tribution of $1.25 billion 
which Swiss banks have 
agreed to pay out to settle 
Holocaust-era claims, officials 
said Monday. 

Avraham Hirchson. a mem- 
ber of parliament from Prime 
Minister Bcnyamin 

Netanyahu's Likud Party, has 
submitted a bill to create a 
Jewish People Fund that 
would oversee disbursement 
of the Swiss bank funds, his 
spokeswoman said 

The oversight body would 
be comprised of Israeli offi- 
cials and leaders of 
international Jewish organisa- 
tions which spearheaded 
negotiations with the banks, 
she said 


In a meeting with U.S. Jew- 
ish leaders in New York. 
Hirchson was quoted in the 
Israeli press as warning about 
the possibility of unsightly 
battles for money between dif- 
ferent Jewish groups repre- 
senting Holocaust survivors. 

At the same time the Israeli 
government wants to control 
the distribution of Swiss resti- 
tution to Holocaust survivors 
and their heirs inside Israel. 
Netanyahu's spokesman said 
“Wliat Israel would like to 
do is have the distribution of 
whatever funds are to be 
returned in the hands of the 
government rather than Jew- 
ish organisations.” David Bar 
Clan told AFP. 

Bar Ilian said the govern- 
ment was best placed to han- 


dle the distribution “because ir 
represents the people of Israel 
and is accountable to them 
while the [Jewish} organisa- 
tions are not always account- 
able.” 

Embarrassed by criticism 
that the Israeli government 
played almost no role in the 
successful negotiations with 
the Swiss banks, the foreign 
ministry has also announced 
the creation of a special team 
to seek restitution of other 
Jewish assets lost during the 
Nazi period officials said. 

The team is to be headed by 
Gideon Meir. the ministry's 
advisor on diaspora affairs, a 
spokesman said 

Under the agreement 
reached last week in a U.S. 
court, two Swiss banks agreed 


to pay 5 1 .25 billion over three 
years to Holocaust survivors 
or their heirs. 

The money is restitution for 
accounts opened by Jews 
prior to World War 0 and of 
which the banks subsequently 
claimed they had no record 

The Israeli government had 
come under criticism for foil- 
ing to take an active role in foe 
negotiations with the Swiss 
banks, leaving tire effort large- 
ly to international organisa- 
tions like the U.S.-based 
World Jewish Congress. 

With the Swiss bank issue 
resolved, Jewish leaders and 
Israeli officials have called for 
renewed efforts to recover 
plundered Jewish assets and 
lost insurance money else- 
where in Europe. 


Iraqi family stranded in Egypt qualifies for U N. denies Shah gave 
political refugee status — UNHCR interview to UAE paper 


CAIRO tAP) — .An Iraqi woman and her 
three children, who have been stranded at 
Cain-i Internationa] Airport for 18 days, 
quality as political refugees. U.N. officials 
said Monday. That means that the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
t UNHCR s can try to reunite Mahasen 
Hamid with her husband, an opponent of 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein who is liv- 
ing as a refiigce in Germany, said Panes 
Moumtzis. who heads the UNHCR office 
in Cairo. 

Hamid and the children — sons Ali. 10. 
and Zaecn. S. and daughter Rayam. 7 — 
have been living ;n a detention room at the 
airport since July 51. 

Moumtzis said they had “little money left 
to buy more food" and were making do 
with handouts from airport security people 
and cleaners. 

She had feared deportation to Iraq after 
the family was visited ar the airport by an 
Iraqi diploma!. 


But Moumtzis and Egyptian officials said 
that wouldn’t happen. 

”Wc believe it is a very serious case 
because foe husband is a political refugee 
and their |foc family's] deportation could 
endanger their lives” Moumtzis said. 

He said, however, foal it could lake 
months to work out foe details of tire fami- 
ly’s reunification. 

Mohammad Khadrawi. an Egyptian for- 
eign ministry official in charge of refugees, 
told foe Associated Press dial Hamid and 
the children would not be deported to Iraq. 

"Egvpi has a long tradition of Itospiiality 
toward refugees, and wc will not fk.js'rt licr 
to the country of origin.” Khadniwi said. 

Reporters have not been given permission 
to visit Mahasen. and it was unclear why 
she has not been allowed out of the airport. 

“We arc working with Hie Egyptian gov- 
ernment to allow HamkL.to leave die air- 
pon." Moumtzis said. 

Hamid's hushandL Hadi A1 Mohammad. 


41 . participated in foe uprising against Sad- 
dam’s regime that followed foe Gulf war in 
1991. according to his brother, Hassan A1 
Mohammad Hassan. A1 Mohammad lied 
Iraq that year to an Arab country and then to 
Germany three years ago. where he lives as 
a refugee. 

Hamid’s case came to public attention 
after Hassan learned of her plight and sent a 
letter to lire UNHCR seeking help. 

Hassan stud in a telephone interview from 
his I tome in Glasgow. Scotland, that Hamid 
had left Iraq for Jordan last February in 
hopes of joining her husband in Germany. 

He said she ami the children I lew via 
Cairo lo Budapest. Hungary, where she 
hoped a professional smuggler would help 
get licr into Europe. 

But die smuggler stole her passport in 
Budapest, and the family spent a month at 
the airport lire re before they' were sent back 
to Cairo. 


BAGHDAD i.AFP) — U.N. 
special envoy Prakash Shah did 
not give an interview to a Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates newspaper, a 
U.N. spokesman in Baghdad 
said Monday, but foe newspa- 
per said it stood by foe story. 

“Shah did not give an inter- 
view to AJ Bayan newspaper 
and foe comments attributed ro 
him are false," a U.N. 
spokesman told .AFP. adding 
that foe text of the interview 
published was “completely 
invented.” 

AI Baytin. an Arabic -lan- 
guage daily, published Monday 
wltai it said was a foil question 
and answer interview with 
Shah on his mission to Iraq and 
die crisis over weapons inspec- 
tions in the sanctions-hit state. 

The newspaper said it stood 


by the story. “Our correspon- 
dent in Baghdad met him 
[Shah] for an interview and 
sent her interview yesterday 
[Sunday! to the newspaper." 
foreign editor Omar Al Omar 
told AFP. 

Meanwhile. the UN. 
.spokesman said that Shah bad 
transmitted a report to foe UN. 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
on his talks in Baghdad, who 
will inform foe U.N. Security 
Council. 

Shah arrived in Baghdad on 
Thursday to deliver a message 
from Annan to Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz call- 
ing on Iraq to reverse its deci- 
sion to end cooperation with 
w eapons inspectors. 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, August 18, 1998 



Foreign Minister Jawad Anani meets with his Sudanese counterpart Mustafa Othman Ismail, who arrived yester- 
day on an official visit (Petra photo) 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustafa Oth- 
man Ismail arrived Monday 
for an official visit to the King- 
dom during which he will con- 
vey a message to HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
from Sudanese President 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
regarding bilateral relations, 
km ail wiU hold talks with 


Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali and Foreign Minister 
Jawad Anani and other senior 
officials. 

In a statement cm his arrival, 
Ismail said the Arab and Islam- 
ic nations are in dire need of 
His Majesty King Hussein 
during “these hard circum- 
stances which our nation is 
passing through.” 


The Sudanese minister said 
his visit to Jordan is in 
response to an invitation from 
his Jordanian counterpart 
Anani with whom he will 
hold talks on bilateral relations 
and coordination of issues of 
common concern. 

Ismail described Jordanian 
and Sudanese ties as strong. 

For his part, Anani wel- 


comed the visit of the 
Sudanese minister, saying that 
Jordan supports Sudan, which 
is currently under sanctions. 

“We support our Sudanese 
brethren and King Hussein has 
a stand agains t these sanc- 
tions,” said Anani 

“We are looking forward to 
joint investments in agricultur- 
al fields," he added 


Energy delegation 
returns from working 
tour of Egypt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A dele- 
gation representing the 
Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources 

returned Monday to 

Amman after concluding 
discussions in Egypt with 
Egyptian officials on bilat- 
eral cooperation in renew- 
able energy. 

Delegation.. members 

Khaled Fayez Shreideh and 
Ziyad Jibril, both engineers 
from the ministry, said they 
toured solar- and wind- 
energy installations as well 
as water desalination and 
research centres, among 
other projects, in Cairo and 
Ghardaqah during their 
one-week visit. 

They met with Egyptian 
Energy Minister Maher 
Abazah and examined the 
prospects of Jordanian- 
Egyptian cooperation in 
renewable energy fields. 

The two sides agreed to 
exchange expertise and 
information, conduct joint 
training programmes for 
personnel working in 
renewable energy fields, 
and rationalise energy con- 
sumption. They also agreed 
to jointly invest in projects 
to manufacture equipment 
needed for these pro- 


grammes. 

They called for coopera- 
tion between Egyptian and 
Jordanian energy institu- 
tions and recommended 
that Cairo and Amman 
conclude an agreement on 
cooperation in renewable 
energy. 

The Visit was' in imple- 
men ta tion of decisions 
passed by the "Higher Tor- 
danian-Egyptian Joint 
Committee at its meeting 
in Cairo in July 1997. 

Jordan and Egypt are cur- 
rently working on linking 
their national electric grids, 
a project expected to be 
completed in October of 
this year, according to offi- 
cials from the two coun- 
tries. 

The linkage, part of a net- 
work which wul also even- 
tually include the grids of 
Turkey, Iraq and Syria, is 
expected to save the two 
countries at least $5 mil- 
lion a year. 

The Jordanian -Egypt! an 
project was to have been 
inaugurated last December 
but was postponed due to 
the collapse of a massive 
coral reef, which broke an 
underwater cable in the 
Red Sea. 
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CONCERT 

* Performance by the Indian Sitar Kathak Group at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


FILMS 

* “American Friends” at the British Council, Jabal 
Amman at 7:00 p.m. (Children's film “Black Beauty 
will be screened on Wednesday Aug. 19 at 6:00 p.ra.) 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition of wrought iron furniture by Jordanian 
artist Salim A1 Ban dak at A1 Baidar Hall, Kan Zaman 
village (Tel. 5862531), until Sept 17. 

i 

1 Summer display of products at the Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre/Noor AI Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra (Tel. 569-9141/2), until Aug. 31. 

* “Miniatures in Humanities and Environment by 
Walid Nasrallah at Orfali Art Gallery, Um Utheina, until 
Aug. 25 (Tel. 5526932). 


Amman named regional 
office of Arab-African 
parliamentary group 


AMMAN (Petra) — An agree- 
ment was signed Monday offi- 
cially naming Amman as host 
of the regional office of the 
Population and Development 
Forum (PDF), an organisation 
which aims at strengthening 
.Arab- African relations and pro- 
moting cooperation between 
Arab and African p arliam ents. 

The PDF w& established at a 
conferenc e of A rab and African 
paHEEnentsTeld m Souffi 
Africa in May 1997, according 
to Senator Marwan Hmoud, 
who signed the accord in his 
capacity as PDF secretary gen- 
eral Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani also signed the agree- 
ment. 

In a statement following the 
signing ceremony, Hmoud said 
a decision was taken at last 
year's meeting to establish a 
regional office in Amman in 
drier to promote Arab- African 
parliamentary relations. 


Hmoud said the Lower 
Houre of Parliament has a spe- 
cial committee responsible for 
population dnd development 
affairs and is concerned with 
promoting AratvAfrican parlia- 
mentary relations. 

The regional office, which is 
to represent all Arab parlia- 
ments, will be accorded the 
same status as any other 
•international organisation in 
Jordan, he added 

The signing of the agreement 
was also attended by Samir 
Habashneh, a former deputy 
who served as PDF secretary 
general before Hmoud. In an 
address, Habashneh underlined 
the importance of the forum as 
an instrument for promoting 
■Arab-African relations. 

He said that through this 
forum, Jordan and other Arab 
countries can play a key role in 
improving and strengthening 
Arab- African ties. 


Checkpoints set up in Amman to 
control alleged water profiteering 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police check- 
points have been set up 
around the capital to moni- 
tor the activities of water 
rankers in order to crack 
down on drivers charging 
exorbitantly high prices, the 
government announced 
Monday. 

“Police are currently forc- 
ing truckers to sell water at 
the government-fixed price 
of JDl _250 per cubic metre 
by sending them to govern- 
ment water distribution 
offices scattered across 
western Amman,” Amman 
Governor Tal’at Nawaisa 
was quoted as saying by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

He said the government 
has set new regulations 
which require the rankers to 
carry a manifest from the 
Ministry of Supply in which 
the name of the driver, the 
serial number of the truck 
and the name of the cus- 


tomer must be written. 

The Public Security 
Department and Ministry of 
Supply have also organised 
patrols on Amman side 
streets to prevent infiltration 
of unauthorised truckers 
into the capital, according to 
Nawaisa. 

“If the driver does noi 
have the manifest, he will be 
considered in violation of 
regulations,” Nawaisa said 
He warned that drivers not 
in possession of such mani- 
fests could be carrying water 
unfit for human consump- 
tion. 

The government directed 
police officers and officials 
from the ministries of Water, 
Interior and Supply to mon- 
itor the well-water market 
and put government-owned 
cankers into service. 

But an official monitoring 
warer well activity in Safut, 
north of Amman, said gov- 
ernment efforts to stop ille- 
gal practices by truckers 
have failed 


UAE offers water to Jordan 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates on 
Monday offered a million litres of water to Jordan, the offi- 
cial news agency WAM reported. The water is a gift from 
the crown prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Zayed 
Al Nahyan Khalifa. 


“We are nothing but win- 
dow dressing," said the offi- 
cial. "The problem is with 
the customers tempting 
truckers by offering them up 
to JDl 20 for six cubic 
metres of water.” 

Drivers complain that 
police measures are 
adversely affecting their 
daily transport capacity of 
water. “These measures 
force us to ask for higher 
prices," said one driver. 

Many citizens alleged that 
truck drivers were refusing 
to abide by the govern- 
ment's set price and instead 
selling water at JD7-8 per 
cubic metre. 

“Some truckers claim they 
have their own contracts 
with firms, foreign 


embassies and leading 
hotels who are willing to 
pay any price," said the 
police officer guarding a 
water well in Safin. 

The government 

announced Sunday that 
many of the priv are-run 
wells designed for agricul- 
tural use were permitted to 
sell water to the public. 

The decision came after 
officials said they were 
forced to partially shut down 
the 1 troubled Zai Water 
Treatment Plant, which sup- 
plies almost half of the cap- 
ital’s domestic water needs. 

The government said Ger- 
man experts are currently 
working at the plant to 
decide on the proper proce- 
dures to handle the crisis. 


News agency committee clears 
journalists of misquoting minister 


By Alia Shukri Hamzeh 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A committee 
investigating whether the 
official Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, and one of 
its reporters misquoted 
recent remarks by Minister 
of Information Abdullah 
Ensour has found them 
innocent of the charges. 

Ensour ordered the inves- 
tigation after remarks he 
made last week at a press 
briefing angered Minister 
of Health Ashraf Kurdi. 

Petra’s three-member 
committee said it listened 
to and read statements by 
reporter Mohammad 
Malkawi and managing 
editor Hani Hussami and 
found both “not responsible 
with what was carried by 
local dailies the second day. 
Furthermore, they are not 
responsible for statements 
made by the minister,” the 
report, released on Satur- 
day, said. 

The issue was highlighted 
last Thursday when Kurdi 
asked Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali to 
intervene after Ensour told 
a press briefing that the res- 


ignation of the health min- 
ister hinged on the outcome 
of an investigation into the 
water crisis. 

Ensour denied having 
made such remarks and 
asked the Petra official to 
run a denial of the remarks 
he made about Kurdi, 
which were carried by both 
A 1 Ra’i newspaper and 
Petra. 

He also said that he would 
take Al Ra'i daily to court 
and supply the judiciary 
with tapes of the two-hour 
press conference. 

According to an Al Ra’i 
editor, the paper .contacted 
Majali 's office and told his 
aides that it also could pro- 
vide the court with a tran- 
script of the briefing. 

After investigating the 
issue, government officials 
made Petra run an urgent 
news item asking sub- 
scribers to cancel the report 
carrying Ensour's denial. 

Later that week, the Min- 
istry of Information blamed 
Petra's reporter and manag- 
ing editor with misquoting 
the minister and asked that 
every news item that the 
agency transmits be 
checked by the Press and 


Publications Department. 

Sources at Petra said the 
management rejected such 
a demand and formed an 
investigation committee to 
look into the issue. 

The committee said it lis- 
tened to two tapes and saw 
one video recording of last 
Monday's briefing, adding 
that Malkawi 's transcript of 
the briefing was “accept- 
able, reasonable and not in 
bad faith, especially since 
the agency insists' on objec- 
tivity, honesty and credibil- 
ity in reporting." 

It said Malkawi was a 
credible reporter who is 
usually assigned to such 
events and that he has never 
misquoted anybody 

throughout his entire ser- 
vice with the agency. 

Malkawi told the Jordan 
Times on Monday that he 
was surprised with the min- 
ister's denial of his own 
remarks and that he hoped 
Ensour would have resorted 
to a neutral party to verify 
his comments before issu- 
ing the denial. 

“He did not even bother 
to check the records of the 
meeting, but rather used his 
own judgement,” he said. 


He complained that mis- 
takes made by reporters are 
usually investigated by the 
Press and Publications 
Department, while mistakes 
made by officials go by 
unchecked. 

“Journalists should be 
protected from officials’ 
mistakes.” be said. 

Several local dailies have 
recently stepped up criti- 
cism of both Ensour and 
Kurdi, claiming they mis- 
managed the water crisis. 

Ensour was serving as 
acting prime minister wben 
the water crisis broke on 
July 10 after residents of 
Amman, especially the 
western areas, complained 
of foul-smelling and dis- 
coloured water supplies. 1 

While stating that water 
supplies were not contami- 
nated, Kurdi raged resi- 
dents to boil water for a 
minute. 

Independent journalists 
who taped Ensour's weekly 
briefing days after Majali 
returned home from visit- 
ing His Majesty King Hus- 
sein in the United States 
insisted his comments 
about Kurdi were not taken 
out of context. 


Sea of troubles beset waterless Amman residents, 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The six-week-old 
water contamination crisis has 
forced Jordanians to adopt often 
neglected water conservation 
practices in order to cope with 
scant supplies and the resulting 
hardships in their daily lives. 

Residents of western Amman, 
the area at the heart of the crisis, 
say the problem has forced them 
to think of innovative ways to 
tackle the water shortages. . 

Like most Jordanians, they took 
little heed of state-orchestrated 
media campaigns, seminars and 
newspaper ads stressing the need 
to save water to ensure a better 
future. 

“It is good that this crisis hap- 
pened, because people will now 
think twice before opening a water 
tap," said Mousa Salameh, an 
engineer long-accustomed to 
bearing officials warn about 
chronic water deficits in a country 
where the population is fast out- 
growing its water resources. 

“My "neighbours, who used to 
spend hours cleaning their cars 
with running water every other 
day, are now using a bucket every 
week to clean their vehicles.” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

“Most of those who used to 
flush their toilets every time they 
used them are now doing so only 
once or twice a day," he added. 

"Others tell me they are serious- 
ly thinking of replacing grass 
lawns with flowers and vegetation 
that consume less water, and oth- 
ers even talk of having to kill most 
of their trees because they them- 
selves have no water to drink." 

Official figures suggest that by 
2000. Jordan’s population, grow- 
ing at around 3.5 per cent per year, 
w5l require 1,257 million cubic 
metres of water to cover minimum 
needs, while resources will be 


capable of supplying only 960 
million cubic metres. 

Jordan relies mainly on rainwa- 
ter, which is rapped from surface 
water sources such as rivers and 
renewable groundwater sources, 
to meet domestic, agricultural and 
industrial needs. 

Meanwhile. Jordanians continue 
to grapple with the crisis that has 
cut off already rationalised sum- 
mer supplies since early July, 
when they complained of foul- 
smelling and discoloured supplies. 

Some economists say it is too 
early to estimate the impact the 
crisis has had on the economy, but 
most businesses and citizens con- 
tinue to feel the pinch. 

“It is a zero sum game,” said 
independent economist Fahed 
Fanek. “What harmed some bene- 
fited others,” he said, referring to 
local warer bottling companies 
whose slow business was revived 
by demand from thirsty citizens. 

But he said the tourism industry, 
which has long shown sensitivity 
to political uncertainty in the 
region, could stand to lose the 
most. 

Owners of furnished flats said 
many of their Gulf Arab tenants, 
who had booked apartments for 
three months as of July, had to cut 
short their stay. Border officials 
said many of them headed ro 
neighbouring Syria arid Lebanon. 

EconomistYusuf Mansur agreed 
saying it was too soon to estimate 
economic losses. “But it is obvi- 
ous that some businesses have suf- 
fered," Mansur said. 

Several four- and five-star hotels 
said they were asking guests to 
conserve on water. Many com- 
plained of lost time and money in 
obtaining waier supplies from pri- 
vate tankers. 

Hoteliers were divided on the 
impact of the crisis, as most are 
spending extra unbudgeted money 
without raising rates. 


“We have been forced to ask our 
customers to economise their 
water consumption.” said 
Jonathan Soper, general manager 
of the landmark InterContinental 
Hotel. 

“Until now, the problem has not 
affected our occupancy, but it 
might if it stays." he told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

A notice to all guests at the 
InterContinental announced that 
due to the crisis, the hotel had “no 
choice but to take severe steps to 
reduce [water] consumption. 
Please use as little as possible. 
Showers are more economical that 
baths!” The notice also said linens 
would be changed “only every 
other day" and the laundry service 
would “be stopped for the time 
being." 

It added that “should the situa- 
tion worsen, we [will] have to cut 
the supply of hot or all water to 
rooms except for 07:00-09:00 hrs 
and 19:00-21:00 hrs.” 

At another leading Amman 
property, a hotel representative 
said: “The problem is seriously 
affecting us as we buy warer from 
tankers and this is expensive and 
time-consuming. But it has not 
affected our customers yet,” 

Several hospitals around west- 
ern Amman said they were 
depending on their own water 
wells though they were economis- 
ing on usage. 

Shmeisani Hospital is feeling 
the symptoms of the shortage. 

"Lack of water is harming us, 
whether doctors, patients or staff. 
It takes ages to find our daily 
needs of 30 cubic metres of 
water," said a hospital official. 

Several factories, such as 
cement suppliers who need water 
to mix supplies, were hard hit. 
One owner said he had to shut 
down his business for a day 
because he could not find trucked 
water, while another said he was 


spending extra on ensuring swift 
extra supplies. Many said their 
credibility was hurt by their 
inability to deliver on orders. 

“We have to grease so many 
palms before we get water in 
tankers. It has become a thriving 
black market business that no 
measure can break.” said one 
industry owner. 

The government, responding to 
popular complaints of massive 
profiteering, sent monitors two 
weeks ago to supervise distribu- 
tion of supplies at 40 private 
wells. 

But most residents said the mea- 
sures have not eased their difficul- 
ties as they have to wait for days 
to get meagre supplies. Com- 
plaints of exploitation by many 
involved private water supply in 
the business continue to mount. 

Though the government set the 
price of a cubic metre of water at 
JDl. 250, many residents said they 
are spending seven times more 
than the fixed rate. Each cubic 
metre of water is sold to the tanker 
driver for 300 fils. 

Others also say tough security 
measures and bureaucracy 
involved were backfiring. Many 
tanker drivers have been detained 
for hours because they were 
caught fenying supplies to people 
whose names did not appear on 
government waiting lists. 

Restaurant owners, hair- 
dressers, and flower shops also 
had complaints. 

, “We are paying JD90 a day on 
water tankers because we have no 
other choice and we cannot woric 
without water,” said a manager at 
the popular Italian restaurant 
Romero. 

“Fortunately the problem has 
not affected our customers yet, but 
nobody knows what could happen 
next” 

On the outskirts of Amman, 
flower nursery manager Mazen 


Ghalaeeni said: “Plants and flow- 
ers are like humans, they cannot 
live without water. We had to stop 
cultivating some plants because 
they die from lack of water" 

Capital city residents, whose 
tribulations were aggravated by a 
month of record high summer 
temperatures, said they are most 
concerned with poor personal 
hygiene. 

“We are now going to swim- 
ming pools and to health dubs to 
justify taking showers there," said 
a well -to-do businessman. 

For the less affluent, the crisis 
has not only been a hardship but a 
major nuisance. Many are flock- 
ing to homes of relatives with con- 
tinued water supplies to fill jerry 
cans and bottles for day-to-day 
use and to natural springs for 
drinking purposes. 

'‘Others might be using bottled 
water to cook food and wash veg- 
etables," said Ahmad Daasan, a 
government official earning 
JD 120 a month. “But I cannot 
afford buying water to let my eight 
children quench their thirst.” 

Several have also moved to fam- 
ily homes in rural areas near 
Amman to ensure continued water 
supplies. 

In addition, reduced levels of 
water in Amman’s sewage net- 
work has harmed operations at 
wastewater treatment plants, water 
experts said. 

Some are concerned that a pro- 
longed water shortage could 
encourage the spread of disease. 

"Lack of running water in 
sewage networks puts high pres- 
sure on treatment plants which as 
a result cannot work effectively 
and produce low-standard treated 
water,” said Raja Jedeom a water 
expert and former assistant secre- 
tary general of the Water Authori- 
ty. “Not to mention that [such cir- 
cumstances] could spread disease 
and foul smells." 
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Kosovo fighting 
dies out after rebel loss 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
Fighting died out in 
Serbia’s Kosovo province 
Monday, a day after Serb 
security forces took control 
of one of the separatist 
rebels* last bastions. 

Serb sources said a mop- 
ping-up operation in the 
Pec district, including the 
village of Lodja, that fol- 
lowed the fall of the west- 
ern hill town of Junic 
Sunday, was over. 

The sources said two 
Serb policemen were killed 
late Sunday in Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) 
guerrillas' attack at police 
stations in two villages on 
the Pristina-Prizren road, in 
southwestern Kosovo. 

Ethnic Albanian sources 
did not report any new 
fighting Monday. Late 
Sunday, they said that the 
fighting raged in the village 
of Lodja. near Pec. 

Reporters who were 
escorted to Junik Sunday 
saw large plumes of smoke 


billowing from villages 
some three km away from 
Pec and heard at least two 
loud expositions.- 

The town of Pec itself 
was almost completely 
deserted Sunday. 

Junik fell after troops 
besieged it for more than 
two weeks. 

Two Yugoslav soldiers 
and four policemen were 
killed in the last battle 
before Serb security forces 
drove KLA guerrillas out 
of the town. 

The loss of Junik was 
bound to be a military and 
psychological blow for the 
KLA. which is fighting for 
Kosovo's independence 
from Serbia. 

It gives Belgrade the 
upper hand in peace talks 
that ethnic Albanians have 
agreed to resume under 
intense pressure from the 
United States. No dates for 
the talks has been set. 

Meanwhile. the 

Albanian- language daily 


Koha Ditore said on some 
40,000 people took shelter 
in a four-kilometre-long 
strip in the Decani River 
area. 

The report could not be 
independently confirmed. 
The United Nations 
refugee agency, UNHCR, 
in Pristina said they did not 
have any fresh numbers on 
refugees who fled the 
recent fighting. 

Relief agencies have pre- 
viously estimated that 
about 200,000 people, or 
10 per cent of Kosovo’s 
population, have been 
uprooted by the fighting. 

Koha Ditore also said that 
KLA guerrillas were back 
in the village of Glodjane, 
in western Kosovo. 

Serb security forces took 
Glodjane last week, but left 
after a while. Koha’s 
reporter said that dozens of 
houses were burned and 
several were levelled. 
There were no civilians in 
the village. 


NATO flexes military muscle 
to help contain Kosovo crisis 


TIRANA. Albania (AP) 
— As a dozen jet fighters 
soared overhead, about 
1,700 troops from the 
United States and other 
countries began a five-day 
military exercise Monday 
to show the alliance's 
readiness to contain the 
crisis in neighbouring 
Kosovo province. 

Security was heightened 
because of concern over 
Islamic extremists follow- 
ing explosions at U.S. 
embassies in Africa and 
the arrest of several 
Egyptians here, reportedly 
in connection with reli- 
gious violence in Egypt. 

Albanian troops cor- 
doned off the air base 
adjacent to Rinas 
International Airport 


where the opening cere- 
mony was held. 

American and German 
troops also manned check- 
points. 

Troops from 14 nations 
will conduct training for 
parachute supply drops, 
vehicle and foot patrols, 
marksmanship and other 
non-offensive drills in the 
Albanian mountains. The 
participants include 1 1 
NATO members plus 
Russia, Albania and 
Lithuania. 

Ten other nations have 
sent observers. Russia's 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said the Russians agreed 
to participate after NATO 
promised the exercises 
would be as “politically 
sterile” as possible. 


Navy Capt. Steve 
Burnette, spokesman for 
the exercise, said the oper- 
ation, “Cooperative 

Assembly 1998,” was to 
“provide stability and help 
contain a regional crisis." 

The Americans and 
Europeans fear the fight- 
ing in Serbia's Kosovo 
province, where ethnic 
Albanians are fighting for 
independence, could spill 
over into neighbouring 
countries with large 
Albanian communities. 

Hundreds have died in 
Fighting in Kosovo since 
Serb police cracked down 
on the separatist KLA in 
February. Last week, the 
Alliance announced plans 
for a second exercise in 
Macedonia. 


Aung San Suu Kyi in 6th 
day of deadlock with junta 


YANGON (AFP) — 
Myanmar opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi was 
Monday locked in the sixth 
day of a roadside standoff 
with the country’s junta as 
her deadline for parliament 
to be convened loomed. 

“She’s still sitting there.” 
one Western diplomat said, 
adding that to the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) leader, her two dri- 
vers and an official from her 
parry accompanying her 
were all “healthy." 

“I have heard of journal- 
ists and some other foreign- 
ers who tried to approach 
the area but were turned 
back at a checkpoint." the 
envoy said 

“But some reports are still 
getting through," the diplo- 
mat added, saying the coun- 
try's junta was probably the 
source of the latest informa- 
tion on the stand-off as it 
was keen to show Aung San 
Suu Kyi was not being mis- 
treated. 

A foreign correspondent 
visiting Myanmar told AFP 
he had been stopped at the 
checkpoint near the site of 
the stand-off. a small bridge 
linking a highway to adja- 
cent rice paddies about 25 
kilometres from Yangon. 

It is her fourth* failed 
attempt to visit supporters 
outside the capital in little 
over a month. 

He said security officials 
had told him that the mili- 
tary was conducting exer- 
cises in the area and that he 
should return in about two 
weeks. 

France Monday 

denounced restrictions 
imposed on Aung San Suu 
Kyi's movements, adding 
that it was “deeply con- 
cerned about the health and 
safety" of the Nobel peace 
laureate. 

“France condemns the 
unacceptable behaviour of 
the Myanmar authorities, 
who have blocked, once 


more, Mrs. Aung San Suu 
Kyi while she was oo her 
way outside the capital," the 
French embassy here said in 
a statement. 

France called on the junta 
to her freedom of movement 
and to enter inro dialogue 
with the NLD and other 
opposition groups. 

The junta Monday closed 
all schools in Yangon in 
apparent preparation for 
university examinations, 
foreign diplomats said. 

It was not immediately 
clear if schools outside the 
capita] were also closed, 
and junta officials could not 
be reached for comment. 

“The kids showed up for 
school and were just sent 
home," one Western diplo- 
mat said, adding there had 
been no notice of the clo- 
sures. 

The government has for 
several weeks been advising 
some, but not all, university 
students they could sit 
exams Tuesday for the first 
time since universities were 
closed following campus 
unrest in December 1996. 

However, the exams were 
to be held at certain schools 
and other facilities across 
the country in what diplo- 
mats said was a bid to avoid 
students gathering at cam- 
puses or travelling to 
Yangon. 

The junta has stressed it is 
doing everything possible to 
maintain Aung San Suu 
Kyi's health and security 
after barring her from trav- 
elling to meet supporters in 
a provincial centre last 
Wednesday. 

A similar standoff at the 
same bridge last month 
ended when she was 
forcibly driven back to 
Yangon. 

The NLD won 1990 elec- 
tions by a landslide but the 
junta has refused to relin- 
quish power. It has demand- 
ed the junta convene parlia- 
ment by Aug. 21 or face 


unspecified consequences. 

Aung San Suu Kyi’s sup- 
porters said her health suf- 
fered during the last stand- 
off and blamed the junta. 

The junta has played 
down the latest stand-off. 
with a spokesman Sunday 
saying the opposition leader 
was in a "camping vehicle" 
and was “visiting Anyarsu. 
a small but picturesque vil- 
lage outside Yangon." 

“Ms. Suu Kyi left Yangon 
on Aug. 12 on her way to 
the city of Pathein. but 
regrettably, recent threats of 
violence have made travel 
there by prominent persons 
inadvisable at this time." the 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment 

“Until safety conditions 
improve. Suu Kyi is visiting 
Anyarsu, a small but pic- 
turesque village outside 
Yangon, while the govern- 
ment of Myanmar continues 
to make every effort to 
ensure their comfort and 
safety.” 

The junta said it had sup- 
plied musical cassettes 
including religious songs 
and recordings by Madonna 
and Michael Jackson for 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s enjoy- 
ment as well as an ambu- 
lance in case of an emer- 
gency. A "beach umbrella" 
and “garden chairs" had 
also been provided, along 
with “cakes, cookies and 
soft drinks.” 

Meanwhile, pro-democra- 
cy activists took their 
protest outside Myanmar's 
embassy in neighbouring 
Thailand into its* 13th day 
Monday. 

Some 50 activists main- 
tained their peaceful vigil 
outside the embassy com- 
pound. demanding political 
change in Myanmar. 

They have pledged to 
remain at the embassy until 
the junta convenes parlia- 
ment citing the Aug. 21 
deadline set by Aung San 
Suu Kyi. 



An armed Serb villager looks through a hole in a stone shelter at ML Sar Planina near 
the village of Vrbestica. Serbia forced separatist rebels out of one of their last bastions 
in Kosovo, giving Belgrade a commanding position for peace talks (Reuters photo) 

Six Bosnian Croats accused 
of ethnic cleansing go on trial 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — Six 
Bosnian Croats accused of 
organising the slaughter of 
over 100 Bosnian Muslims 
in 1993 went on trial at the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal 
Monday. 

Prosecutor at the tribunal. 
Franck Terrier, said he 
would call about 70 wit- 
nesses to prove that the six 
men played a key role in 
planning* the "ethnic cleans- 
ing” of Bosnian Muslims 
from Ahmici-Samici. a vil- 
lage in central Bosnia, and 
its surrounding area in April 
1993. 

During the attack, 
Croatian defence forces 
known as the HVO. “often 
machine-gunned the 

unarmed inhabitants indis- 
criminately. shooling men. 
women and children, and 
looting and selling fire to 
their homes." Terrier told 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia i ICTY ) in a pre- 
trial brief. 


However, lawyers for the 
defendants, Drago 

Josipovic. Dragan Papic. 
Vladimir Santic. brothers 
Mirjan and Zoran 
Kupreskic and (heir cousin 
Vlatko Kupreskic. told the 
tribunal's judges that prose- 
cutors had twisted the facts 
and events to suit their own 
needs. 

Terrier said that Bosnian 
Muslims were singled out 
for expulsion from the vil- 
lage. located in the lush, fer- 
tile Lasva valley, and that 
Muslim buildings, such as 
mosques, were systemati- 
cally destroyed. 

"Virtually every Muslim- 
owned house, stable and 
shed had been destroyed: 
yet not a single home 
owned by a Bosnian Croat 
had been significantly dam- 
aged." Terrier said. 

None ol the 35b Bosnian 
Muslims living in Ahmici 
were left in the village after 
the attack on April 16, 1 9^3. 

Over 100 were killed. 


including many who were 
burned alive in their homes, 
while the others fled. 

• The six defendants, aged 
between 31 and 43. were ail 
HVO soldiers and were 
instrumental in the Ahmici 
attack, prosecutors said. 

But the lawyer for broth- 
ers Mirjan and Zoran 
Kupreskic. Jadranka 

Gluniac. disputed the prose- 
cution's interpretation of 
the facts. 

"Some events did take 
place but the prosecution 
has misinterpreted many of 
these events and presented 
them in such a way that (hey 
seem like war crimes," 
Glumuc said. 

Collectively, the six men. 
commonly known as the 
Kupreskic or Vitez group, 
are charged with 22 counts 
of crimes against humanity 
and l ft counts of violations 
of the laws or customs of 
war. 

They all pleaded not 
guilty to the charges. 


Fossett plucked from Pacific 


SYDNEY (R) — U.S. bal- 
loonist Steve Fossett was 
rescued Monday by an 
Australian yacht after u 
death-defying fall of thou- 
sands of metres into the 
South Pacific. 

The ketch Atlanta picked 
up the millionaire adventur- 
er. who had been making his 
fourth attempt to fly around 
the earth in a balloon, after 
he had spent a day drifting in 
a liferaft in the Coral Sea. 
Australian rescue officials 
said. 

Australian Search and 
Rescue (ASR l officer Arthur 
Heather told Reuters that 
Fossett was rescued shortly 
before 1130 GMT and was 
apparently uninjured. 

“The rescue's just hap- 
pened. He's aboard the yacht 
Atlanta.” Heather said by 
telephone from ASR head- 
quarters in Canberra. 

Asked about Fossett \ 
health. Heather said: “Gixxl. 
Apparently there arc no 
problems.” 

"He's alive and well and in 
good spirits." he said. 

Heather added Fosseu 
would be transferred on(o 
the New Zealand naval ship 
Endeavour, which was 
steaming towards the rescue 
area south of the Solomon 


Islands and about 480 nauti- 
cal miles off Australia’s 
northeast coast. 

The Endeavour would then 
proceed to Townsville, on 
the coast of the Australian 
state of Queensland, 
although it was not clear 
when the transfer would be 
made. 

‘Thai might be tomorrow." 
Heather said. “It may even 
he tonight, in the next couple 
of hours." 

Fossett was earlier said to 
have told an Australian tele- 
vision reporter that he had 
plunged almost 9.000 metres 
after his balloon flew into a 
severe thunderstorm. 

“Ho said he was caught in 
a giant thunderstorm with 
hail and lightning which 
actually ruptured his bal- 
loon. He fell 9,000 metres 
into the ocean.” said an 
Australian television 

reporter who spoke to 
Fossett from a rescue air- 
craft- 

"He says when he hit the 
ocean his balloon capsule 
caught fire and he had to 
evacuate into a tiny liferaft,” 
he said. 

The 54-ycar-nld Chicago 
stock options broker spent 
the day drifting amid treach- 
erous and unchaned reefs in 


a 15-man liferaft containing 
water, food and a radio 
dropped to him by a French 
military aircraft. 

The aircraft was dis- 
patched from France's South 
Pacific territory of New 
Caledonia after emergency 
signals from Fossett were 
picked up early Monday 
morning. Australian air force 
planes also later made con- 
tact with him. 

Fossett climbed mil of His 
own liferaft which was 
attached to the gondola and 
balloon and into the French 
liferaft. 

Rescuers said weather 
conditions were good in the 
area, known as the Bel Iona 
Reefs. 

The Atlanta > skipper. 
Laurie Piper, earlier told 
Reuters he was on the final 
stages of a five-year circum- 
navigation when he received 
a distress signal. 

Communication with 
Fossett was lost early 
Monday morning Australian 
time, sparking fears (he bal- 
loonist had died in the shark- 
infested waters. 

Fossett was warned about 
five hours before contact 
was lost (hut he was 
approaching a wall of strong 
thunderstorms. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Illegal immigrants trouble Italian 
detention centre 

ROME (AFP) — Illegal immigrants created a rumpus 
in an Italian detention centre at the weekend I m whar 
police said was a preparation for a break-out bid. They 
burned mattresses in Sunday night s incidents at the 
centre at Ragusa. southern Sicily, and a small group of 
them, mostly Moroccans, attempted to attack the 
guards. Earlier, one immigrant had swallowed sham- 
poo, and then banged his head against a wmdow of the 
ambulance taking him to hospital, apparently to distract 
the guards. Police said the incident had been staged to 
help the escape of about 170 other immigrants held in a 
centre at Pozzallo. some 30 kilometres from Ragusa. 
There have been a number of such escape attempts 
since July, some successful. Many thousands of would- 
be immigrants to Western Europe have aimed on 
Italian shores in recent months. In July alone, almost 
3,000 landed in Sicily from Tunisia. Under Italian law, 
illegal immigrants are detained in holding centres for 
30 days while authorities establish their identities. If at 
the end of this period, no papers have been found, the 
immigrant leaves the centre with an expulsion order 
which must be enforced within 15 days. Interior min- 
istry figures Saturday said 392 illegal immigrants who 
entered the country since the beginning of July have 
been repatriated. According to the Italian press, several 
hundred immigrants without papers have not been iden- 
tified and will have to leave the detention centres at the 
end of August with an expulsion order. 

Hong Kong not pressuring UNHCR 
over Vietnamese refugee bill 

GENEVA (AFP) — The U.N. refugee agency Monday 
said it faced no pressure from the Hong Kong govern- 
ment to pay back $155 million it owes for the running 
of Vietnamese refugee camps in the territory. Hong 
Kong authorities spent around $175 million during an 
eight year period from 1989 housing in camps a total of 
more than 200.000 Vietnamese refugees who arrived by 
the boatful in what was then a British colony. The men, 
woman and children who poured out of the South East 
Asian Communist country because of poverty and per- 
secution hoped to win political refugee status and relo- 
cation to third countries. The UNHCR, hit by a funding 
shortage, has so far paid back only around $20 million, 
according to Kris Janowski. a spokesman at the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees. He insisted there 
were no arguments over what he called a “funding 
shortfall" rather than a debt. “The Hong Kong govern- 
ment is not pressing us. There's no pressure, there's no 
deadline. Our position has not changed over the years, 
and nor has theirs." Janowski said the UNHCR would 
not be able to pay up “in the near future" unless donors 
increased their funding. The UNHCR, which has a 
global caseload of 22 million refugees, runs on a bud- 
get of almost $1 billion, mostly from voluntary contri- 
butions. "We have been trying with donors to increase 
funds to repay the Hong Kong bill, to no avail,” he said. 
The refugee camps in Hong Kong were closed down 
before the colony reverted to Chinese rule in July 1997. 
But the UNHCR is stiff trying to place some 1.100 
Vietnamese with refugee-status in third countries. It is 
also grappling with the problem of a further 500 people 
who have not been granted refugee status whom 
Vietnam has refused to accept. 

North Korea has underground 
nuclear plant 

NEW YORK (AP) — A massive underground complex 
that could be used as the heart of a nuclear weapons 
programme has been detected in North Korea. The New 
York Times reported Monday. White House and U.S. 
Defence Department officials fear the complex is part 
of an effort to renege on a 1994 agreement for North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons ambitions in 
exchange for billions of dollars in Western aid, officials 
privy to the information told the Times on condition of 
anonymity. North Korean officials have said that the 
United States has not lived up to its end of the pact 
culled the Agreed Framework, because the U.S. 
Congress hasn't authorised fuel shipments to North 
Korea. The shipments, worth tens of millions of dol- 
lars. are ihc crux of the U.S. contribution to a S6 billion 
pot to finance a North Korean electric energy pro- 
gramme. Spy satellites photographed a site with thou- 
sands ol workers burrowing into a mountainside 40 
kilometres northeast of Yongbyon. the nuclear centre 
where North Korea was believed to have made enough 
plutonium for at least six bombs before the 1994 
accord, the Times' sources said. There is no evidence 
that North Korean workers have started pouring cement 
for a reactor or a plant that would convert nuclear waste 
into bomb-quality plutonium, which is barred by the 
accord, said a top U.S. official. 

Norwegian whalers 
fail under quota in 1998 hunt 

OSLO (R) — Norwegian whale hunters will fall short of 
their allowed quota by almost 50 animals when the sea- 
5f? n ends . at midnight Monday, the Norwegian 
risherman s Sales Organisation said. The 35 boats in 
mis year s hum have caught 6 24 minke whales our of a 
permitted 671 — the highest quota since the counny 
resumed commercial whaling in 1993 in defiance of an 
International Whaling Commission moratorium. “The 
jast boats. will stop at midnight tonight. If they are lucky 
there could be one or two more caught." Per Rolandsen, 
adviser at the organisation, told Reuters. “We are under 
foe quota p n manly because of difficult catching condi- 
. * ^ dS b “ d wc jHher. but I think most boats that 

he said * Bad weather largely 
Sea where 138 whales were caught 
JS?* ?**? of , I7 S- Whaling boats require calm 
i r m,nke Wha,es - wbich surface lo breathe 
are r i four seconds before diving. In northern 
n r ? uni wa * temporarily suspended 

me-if -vih ft* whalcrs bauled ^ animals faster than the 
the pr0CCSSed ' Authorities (his year extended 

coast and In ,n northeni areas off the Fumreart 
uust and in the Barents Sea by two weeks from the 

mittc^catch d h\ ne ° f Ju [ y 31 bccause of delays. The per- 
d h nsen from 293 in 1993 to 580 in 1997. 

imen ££ T* aclualIy taken - Following an 
ucts each v^r- h u . CXpon of whide meat and prod- 
Pr ces for 'hf * " lCh is so,d a "d eaten domestically- 
K [hc m ™. which is sold at auction, varied 

per ko anVinTmv d of 23 crowns (S3 '°° ) 
Sfoe crow "* s - average for the 

kilo which is ?hr*’ ^ i£m around 30 crowns per 

hWh ,S abnul lev «l with last year.” he said 
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Police arrest five after 
Northern Ireland blast 


Security forces continue to examine the scene of the Omagh bomb. No one has officially claim ed responsibility for 
the bombing last Sunday in which 28 people are known to have died (Reuters photo) 


Habibie pardons three jailed for coup 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Indonesia 
Monday announced it would 
free three ageing Communists 
jailed a quarter of a century ago 
for talcing part in a 1965 
abortive coup which triggered 
former President Suharto's rise 
to power. 

Justice Minister Muladi 
yaking after attending a cere- 
mony to mark the 53rd anniver- 
sary of Indonesia's indepen- 
dence, said the three would be 
freed on humanitarian grounds. 

They woe among 70 political 
prisoners to be freed or 
amnestied as a traditional 


rure unie-- ...•w. 

national day gesture, and the 

ICR. v.hi.r. i 

first Communists to be released 

ees. run - -.t . 

since the foil of Suharto on May 

m \ .*ljnrar> . 

21. 

£j« :>r> to in;-;;* 

“Considering the length of the 

o nv u-.ui!." h: -.a: 

jail toms that have been served 

we:c v/ur-ec i"-t 

by the prisoner, and fijr human- 

it rule Jl1> >" 

itarian considerations it is 

place -T- 

deemed necessary to grant 

iiird cv-:‘:::c' i 

clemency to tbase prisoners,” 

afurthe: :--*prOE- 

.the.preridential decree, signed 

ugee 

' by Habibie, said. 

Muladi named the three as 


Manan Effendl 80. Alexander 


Warouw, 81 and Pujo Prasetyo, 
72. Records show the three were 
sentenced to life for their role in 
the aborted coup. 

Prasetyo and Warouw are 
being held ai a correctional 
facility in the Central Java 
provincial capital of Semarang. 
It was not immediately known 
where Effendy is being 
detained 

Suharto took power in the 
aftermath of the failed coup and 
banned the Communist Party of 
Indonesia (PKI), once the 
world's second largest after 
China's. 

Official figures show at least 
half a million people were killed 
and 700,000 more jailed in the 
aftermath of the coup. Hundreds 
of thousands of so-called C-cat- 
egory prisoners were released 
from the prison island of Burn in 
the Moluccas in 1979. 

Starting in the I980 k s the 
Suharto government released 
former PKI foreign Minister . 
Subandrio, and six other elderly 
so-called A-Category prisoners 
including a PKI secretary and a 


politburo member. 

But in an interview with AFP 
last month, Habibie said he bad 
□o intention of changing the 
three categories of prisoners 
barred from release under 
amnesties, which include the 
PKL ‘because that is the law.” 
But he hinted that in his drive 
to restore human rights in the 
post-Suharto era. he could use 
commutation of sentences and 
humanitarian reasons. 

In Monday’s announcement 
the government fully rehabilitat- 
ed foe name of soldier-diplomat 
Dharsono Rekso Hartono, a 
retired general who served as 
secretary general of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations t ASEAN) before being 
jailed by the Suharto govern- 
ment 

Dharsono died in official dis- 
grace in the early 1990s. 

ft also issued amnesties and 
restored die names of three 
..Muslim leaders jailed in the 
1980s for alleged subversive 
activities but who have since 
been Seed on parole. 


Among the new releases were 
18 from separatist troubled 
areas — six from East Timor, 
nine from Aceh and three from 
Irian Jaya. Four more East 
Timorese, who had been 
charged but not jailed, had accu- 
sations against them lifted. 

Sentences were cut for 41 
political prisoners and 20 others 
would be released on parole. 
Muladi said. 

He said the related decrees 
had been signed on Aug. 15, but 
did not say when the prisoners 
would actually leave jaiL 

Habibie has so for released 
some 73 political prisoners in 
the three months since be took 
power on May-21. 

The new releases and 
amnesties, the fourth in three 
months, will bring the number 
to some 140. 

Most of the releases approved 
by Habibie so far have been of 
prisoners jailed for criticising or 
allegedly fomenting unrest 
against the Suharto regime, or 
breaking laws against indepen- 
dent unions. 


OMAGH. Northern Ireland 
(AFP) — Police in Northern 
Ireland arrested five men 
Monday in connection with a 
massive blast in the province as 
security chiefs readied to dis- 
cuss how to hunt down the 
killers. 

Security sources in Northern 
Ireland said the five were 
detained in raids on homes in 
and around Omagh, the quiet 
market town in the west of the 
province where the blast deto- 
nated Saturday killing 28 and 
wounding 220. 

All five were taken in for 
questioning at die province's 
main interrogation centre at 
Castlereagh. BelfasL 

Francis Mackay, a leading 
member of the 32 County 
Sovereignty Committee, a 
republican group being linked 
by security forces to the 
Omagh bombing, said his 
teenage son Shane was among 
a group of men arrested by the 
police. 

Mackay has denied his 
group, believed to be the polit- 
ical wing of the Real IRA — a 
splinter IRA group suspected 
of being behind the blast — 
was responsible for the terrorist 
attack. 

The group's name refers to 


the 32 counties of both Ireland 
and Northern Ireland 

At Stormont Castle, the 
province's administrative 
building near Belfast, the 
British and Irish chiefs of 
police were due to meet to dis- 
cuss possible security mea- 
sures to deal with the terrorist 
threat from the dissident group. 

At the same time, the 
Nonhem Ireland Secretary Mo 
Mowlam was to have discus- 
sions with the Irish Justice 
Minister John O'Donoghue. 

Northern Ireland's police 
chief Ronnie Flanagan was to 
bold talks with .the Irish 
Republic’s so-called Garda 
Commissioner Pat Byrne to 
assess intelligence on the gang 
suspected of planting the mas- 
sive car bomb and present a list 
of recommendations to the two 
governments. 

Earlier Monday, part of the 
Stormont building complex 
was evacuated after a bomb 
alert. Police said they were 
checking nearby wasteground 
following a telephone tip-off. 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair stayed in the province 
overnight after meeting politi- 
cians on all sides and spending 
an hour at the hospital bedsides 
in Belfast of some of the 


maimed and injured survivors. 

He said visiting the victims in 
hospital was “one of the most 
horrendous experiences” in his 
life. 

Blair said the noose would 
. have to be tightened around the 
small dissident rump of 
extremists suspected of 
involvement in the bombing. 

‘This will be to ensure we 
bear down and crush out this 
dissident rump, in so for as it is 
possible to do so.” he said. 
“Anything they (police chiefs) 
submit to us will be given very 
serious, very considered appre- 
ciation by us.” 

Blair said: “This is a s mall - 
group of fanatical people. That ' 
does not mean to say that you 
can ever tackle this 100 per 
cent simply through security 
methods. But we will do eveiy- 
thing we possibly can. 

Neither leader spelled out the 
possible measures but it is 
understood that internment — 
the imprisonment of suspects 
without trial — could be an 
option. A spokesman for Blau- 
said any decision on reintro- 
ducing internment would await 
the outcome of Monday's 
meeting between Flanagan and 
Byrne. 

“There are varied opinions 


on the merits and demerits of 
internment, and the police will 
have their views.” be said. 

Asked whether Britain's 
Parliament might be recalled to 
reinstate laws allowing intern- 
ment without trial, the. 
spokesman said- “The people 
we are talking about operate in 
the main in the (Irish) 
Republic.” 

The Republic of Ireland still 
has laws which would allow 
internment to be introduced 

Blair flew out of Belfast 
Monday to resume his holiday 
in France but a Downing Street 
spokesman said he would 
remain “in constant touch” 
with Ahem, adding: “If it’s 
necessary be will go back at 
any time.” 

Province leaders from both 
sides of the sectarian divide, 
including Sinn Fein, the IRA's 
political wing, condemned the 
blast and said the bombing 
should not be allowed to derail 
the peace process. The IRA 
signed up to a ceasefire over a 
year ago and has backed the 
peace deal that four months 
ago agreed that new power- 
sharing institutions would be 
created in which London. 
Dublin and the province will 
all play a role. 


Judgement day reset for P.W. Botha 


GEORGE South Africa (AFP) 
— Judgement day in the drawn- 
out, politically explosive trial of 
former President P.W. Botha on 
charges of snubbing South 
Africa's truth commission was 
Monday set for Aug. 2 1 . 

Magistrate Victor Lugaju 
determined die Friday dale after 
Botha's lawyers wrapped up 
their closing argument and 
demanded that the 82-year-old 
former president be acquitted. 

Lugaju told the George 
Magistrate’s Court that because 
of the amount of documentation 
produced during die seven- 
month trial “we need some 
time to consider our judge- 
ment.” 


Botha’s lawyer Lappe 
Laubscber told the court that the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) panel that 
took the decision to subpoena 
Botha in August last year did 
not have die required quorum as 
only eight of 17 commissioners 
were present 

He added that the panel that 
sat on Dec. 19 — die hearing to 
which Botha was subpoenaed 
but which he ignored — was 
not -properly constituted either 
as it too, did not have a quo- 
rum. 

“My client should be acquit- 
ted on these grounds alone,” 
Laubscher said. 

An unusually buoyant Botha. 


looking more relaxed Monday 
than at any other stage of the 
drawn-out trial arrived at die 
court accompanied by 57-year- 
old Barbara, his legal secretaiy. 
and wife of two months. 

The couple was whisked 
dirough die back after police 
said they found a suspicious bag 
at the court entrance. The bag 
was later found to contain a 
court official's book. 

The former president, who 
ruled South Africa with an iron 
fist from 1987 until 1989, 
laughed and charte d- with a 
handful of supporters, among 
diem 'his daughter Hanza 
Maritz, before the case resumed 
after a two-month adjournment 


The TRC, which is probing 
apartheid-era human rights 
crimes wanted to question 
Botha on aspects of his Stale 
Security Council i SCC), a panel 
of security chiefs who allegedly 
ordered political opponents 
assassinated. 

Laubscher argued that Botha 
had an agreement with TRC 
chairman Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu that he would not have to 
appear personally before the 
commission if he made a writ- 
ten submission. 

* Botha supplied a 1,700-page 
dossier to the TRC m December 
but Laubscher, quoting Tutu’s 
evidence to the court, claimed it 
remained unread. 
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WISH THE PEOPLE OF INDONESIA 
A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY AFFIRMING JORDANIAN 
FRIENDSHIP AND HOPES OF CONTINUED PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 
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The morning after 
questions 

U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton yesterday 
began giving testimony to a federal grand 
jury about his alleged sexual “contacts” 
with former White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky. Thankfully, the climax of this 
whole affair seems to be coming to a head, 
thus putting an end to what some see as a 
source of entertaining speculation and gos- 
sip, others as a disgusting episode underlin- 
ing the moral decay of the U.S., and others 
still as a pointless and manufactured media 
stunt that has long outlived its worth. 

Luckily for Clinton, it's only a sexual 
affair and not a water crisis, and lying 
about the affair doesn’t seem like it will lead 
to his impeachment In fact, the entire spec- 
trum of the American public is supporting 
him, under the reasoning that his private 
affairs are no one’s business but bis own 
and Lewinsky’s. Clinton’s nemesis in the 
investigations, Kenneth Starr, has become a 
villain to millions of Americans In what they 
see as an unjust quest to topple the presi- 
dent 

There doesn’t seem to be an easy way for 
Clinton this time. Emerging unscathed from 
the Lewinsky affair is going to require that 
the president live up 100 per cent to his 
moniker of 4 'Slick Willy.” Nevertheless, the 
whole episode does raise questions which in 
fact are serious and will probably be revisit- 
ed once the booming American economy 
slows down a bit and people begin looking 
for someone to take the blame. 

Perhaps the American public will begin 
questioning whether elected officials should 
be held to a different standard than ordi- 
nary citizens. Should the private lives of 
presidents and the like be open to public 
scrutiny, or just the actions related to their 
offices? 

Perhaps the issue of the massive media 
attention being paid to the whole investiga- 
tion over the past four years will be raised. 
Did the media play a role in making the 
whole affair more important than it really 
was? 

These and a host of other questions may be 
brought up and discussed, unless the next 
big scandal comes along and grabs the 
headlines. The bottom line is that Clinton 
acted unethically while in office if he did in 
fact have an affair with Lewinsky, but not 
illegally. Perhaps one result of the whole 
affair will be a public that looks more criti- 
cally at the difference between the two. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Fahed Fanek criticised the government for 
not immediately disclosing that His Majesty King 
Hussein had empowered HRH Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, to accept the resignations of ministers and 
the prime minister and to appoint new ministers or a 
new government. Fanek said the goverment concealed 
! this information on the grounds that it would have 
! re fleeted badly on the Cabinet. The writer said the 
[ King'** move holds significant constitutional impor- 
I tance for the good of the country. Jordanians are now 
! likely to support any measures the Regent takes to solve 
j the country ’s crises. Fanek said. He urged the govern- 
I ment to understand the dimension of the King's deci- 
! sion. saying that it should decide quickly whether or not 
it wants to resign. 

A1 Dustour's Oreib Rintawi commented on the spe- 
cial ministerial committee, newly formed by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, to deal with the 
fears among Israelis about the growing Arab population 
in the Jewish state. Rintawi highlighted that hard-liners 
such as Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon. Interior 
Minister Eli Swaysa and the minister responsible for 
internal security Avicdor Kahalani were members of 
that committee. The writer said the committee report 
concludes the .Arabs are “very dangerous." that they are 
threatening the unity of Israel and its Jewish identity. 
Among its suggestions, said Rintawi, on how to counter 
these dangers, the committee proposes a ban on 
polygamy.^ prohibiting Arab Israelis from marrying 
.Arabs living in the occupied territories and preventing 
family members of Arab Israelis living abroad to return 
to Israel. He said Israel's measures to isolate the Arab 
community is pointless. The writer predicted that the 
identity of the slate of Israel will cease to exist before 
the next century has passed. 


The slow decline of terror 


By G Wynne Dyer 

ON SUNDAY, 24 Ukrainian coal-miners were killed by 
an underground explosion in the village of Beloye. 

Their deaths were as horrible, the grief of their relatives 
as real as in Omagh the previous day. when 28 people 
were killed by Northern Ireland's worst-ever terrorist 
bomb. But Beloye did not get the same media attention as 
Omagh — and it was as nothing compared to the satura- 
tion global coverage of the U.S. embassy bombings in 
Kenya and Tanzania the week before. Why? 

Partly it was because they were Ukrainians. In the peck- 
ing order of the world's news media, western Europeans 
are more newsworthy than eastern Europeans, and 
American citizens most newsworthy of all. (Or do you 
imagine that a bomb in Nairobi that killed 245 Kenyans 
but did not kill 12 Americans would still be a hot inter- 
national news topic almost two weeks later?) 

More importantly, however, it was because the 
Ukrainians died by accident. It happens to coal-miners all 
the time, and we treat it with the same weary familiarity 
as traffic deaths. Whereas deliberate mass murder still 
gets our horrified attention — which, of course, is just 
what it is intended to do. 

Thirteen years ago, former British prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher bravely told the American Bar 
Association: “We must try to find ways to starve the ter- 
rorist and the hijacker of the oxygen of publicity on 
which they depend.'' But it was always a hopeless cause: 
what gets our attention is precisely the cruelty and ruih- 
lessness of the deed — and to censor media coverage of 
such deeds would simply be to fall in with the terrorists' 
strategy. 

So the politicians and the priests produce the obligato- 
ry empty phrases — Pope John Paul condemned the 
“mindless violence" of Omagh, and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair mourned the “senseless, brutal act of 
savagery" — even though they must know that terrorism 
is usually neither mindless nor senseless. 

Terrorism is traditionally a highly organised enterprise 
that fits into a clear political strategy. It has been filling 


the news for most of our lives, and will doubtless go on 
demanding the attention of our children and grand-chil- 
dren as well. What's new is how rarely it achieves its 
goals these days. 

There was a time, as British journalist Robert Fisk 
recently observed, when anyone labelled a “terrorist" by 
the British press — Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya. Archbishop 
Makarios of Cyprus. Menachem Begin of Israel — was 
certain to show up at Buckingham Palace within a decade 
or so to have tea with the queen. Terrorism was almost 
always part of the strategy of an armed national liberation 
movement, and in the colonial context it usually worked 
in the end. 

Terrorism even had a certain legitimacy in the hands of 
nationalists who did not control the resources of a state. 
Their foreign rulers didn’t need car-bombs because they 
had police forces and troops to impose their will — and 
tanks and fighter-bombers, if need be — so terrorism was 
a kind of equaliser. 

The reason terrorism worked so well in anti-colonial 
struggles was that you didn't have to defeat the imperial 
power's superior military forces in order to win. They 
were a long way from home, and there was a limit to how 
many lives and how much money the imperial govern- 
ment would spend to hang onto its possessions. 

The limit was never clearly defined, but if the insur- 
gents could just hang on long enough, using terrorist tac- 
tics to make life difficult for the occupiers, they would 
generally cut their losses in the end and go home. 
Independence was granted, and the former 'terrorist* 
leader got to have tea with the queen or a reasonable fac- 
simile thereof. 

But the early, easy successes of terror tactics in the anti- 
imperial context left everybody with a greatly inflated 
notion of what the technique could achieve against an 
established national government with local roots. A few 
decades later, the answer is clear: virtually nothing. 

Governments and armies that cannot “go home” — 
because they are already at home — simply do not give 
in to terrorism. After six years and 80.000 deaths, the 
Islamic fundamentalists' terrorist war against Algeria's 


crypto-military regime is no closer to success than on 
Day One — and the likely lifespan of a young Algerian 
joining the insurgency is now down to about six months. 

“International’' terrorism, which is meant to make gov- 
ernments elsewhere do something the terrorists want, has 
had even fewer successes. In fact, it has notched up only 
one notable victory: the campaign to gam international, 
recognition for the Palestinian cause, and redefine 
Palestinians as legitimate claimants to a state rather than 

just “refugees.” .... 

Tenor can still be an effective spoiling strategy, as in 
die Hamas bombs in Israel in 1996 that wrecked the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace deal by ensuring the election of 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Similarly, the “Real IRA bomb in 
Omagh on Saturday was planted by Catholic extremists 
who don't like the Northern Irish peace deal, m the hope 
of driving the Protestant paramilitaries into revenge 
bombings and wrecking the peace there. 

But that's about the limit of terrorism's effectiveness 
these days — and most '‘international" terror now lacks 
even that minimal logic. To imagine that you can force 
the U.S. government to do your will just by killing peo- 
ple at random. Jor example, is to part company entirely 

with reality. , , , , , 

There are a number of people in the world who have 
succumbed to that sort of fantasy, from the “Unabomber" 
to Osama ben Laden, and they are capable of doing much 
harm. But they are not politically serious people, and 
many of them are not even sane. They will certainly never 
be having tea with the queen. 

Terrorism, like cavalry charges, is a tactic that has 
become largely obsolete. But it took cavalry officers 
decades to accept that fact, and the .terrorists will be with 


The writer is a London-based syndicated columnist. He 
contributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


Jview from the Fourth Circle by Rami G. Khouri doesj 
inot appear today because the writer is abroad. I 


Lessons of Nairobi and Dar es Salaam 


By Derek Ingram 

LONDON — In the early 1960s, when I 
called on Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru for an interview I drove up to the 
front door of his house in New Delhi in an 
ordinary taxi. Afterwards he stood on the 
steps to seqr me off. There was just one 
policeman on the gate. 

Two or three years later, I sat in the from 
garden of his successor. Lai Bahadur 
Shastri. and had tea with him and his wife. 
We were in full view of the main road less 
than 50 yards away. Again, one policeman 
on the gate. 

It was another world. 

In those days, political terrorism and 
bombings, such as we have just see in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, were almost 
unknown in many countries, although the 
occasional assassination and other isolated 
incidents of political violence took place, as 
had happened throughout history. 

These days, sudden outbreaks of terrorism 
are commonplace. They are becoming a 
replacement for international wars, much 
less wasteful of human life, but terrifying in 
their suddeness and indiscriminate nature. 

The 20th century has seen a terrible cul- 
mination of warfare between states, with 
two world wars that cost about 65 million 
lives and hundreds of smaller conflicts. 

But in the last two decades, direct wars 
between nations have virtually come to an 
end. What many prove to be the last great 
war of this type was the Iran-Iraq conflict of 


1980-88 which took about a million lives. 

Now almost, all wars are civil or ethnic 
conflicts such as in Chechenya. Sudan. 
Afghanistan or Kosovo. Wars between 
states still threaten from time to time — in 
South America, for example — but they 
seem less and less likely to develop. In 
Europe today that type of war is becoming 
unthinkable. 

The most talked about possibility, a third 
war between India and Pakistan, is increas- 
ingly unlikely. The two countries will be 
more hesitant about going to war now that 
each has a nuclear capability. The deterrent 
effect that arguably prevented the cold war 
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union from 
ever becoming a hot war has now come into 
play in South Asia. 

In these circumstances, factions and coun- 
tries are turning to terrorism, mostly by 
bomb but also increasingly by assassina- 
tion. The killings of Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi and later her son. Rajiv, were 
both the result of ethnic conflict. 

Quarrels in the Middle East are being 
fought out these days by factions using ter- 
rorism in third countries. The weapons are 
becoming more lethal and sophisticated but 
the total number of casualties is tiny com- 
pared with those resulting from wars 
between states. 

This is no comfort to the victims. It is 
even less comfort to the victims that they 
are often total innocents living in countries 
that have nothing to do with conflict. 

Terrorism leads to the death and injury of 


few of the people who ore employed to 
fight: the armed forces. The bulk of the vic- 
tims are ordinary people totally uninvolved 
in the terrorists' causes. 

Until the 20th century, comparatively few 
civilians were directly killed by war 
between states, although they often suffered 
severely from its consequences — hunger, 
disease and poverty. 

Wars were events happening hundreds or 
even thousands of miles away and fought by 
paid armies with which they made no con- 
tact unless friends or relatives were 
involved. 

The advent of flying changed all that 
bringing mass death to great towns and 
cities like Guernica, Dresden, Warsaw, 
London. The civilians began to do the 
dying. Now, in the age of terrorism they, not 
(he soldiers, are mainly the victims. 

The prospect ahead is grim insofar as acts 
of terrorism are now likely to occur more 
frequently and in just about any part of the 
world. Stamping out this activity, despite 
the most sophisticated methods of detec- 
tion. is tough. 

Modem terrorism is a form of global 
guerrilla war — a type of warfare that has 
always been the most difficult to combat 
You never know where the enemy is going 
to strike next. 

Dar es Salaam is one of the world's most 
tranquil capitals, the last place where any- 
one would expect to find a giant car bomb. 
The shock to the local people is difficult to 
imagine. 


The record for tracking down internation- 
al terrorists is not so far encouraging. Car 
bombers are particularly difficult to identi- 
fy- 

Often the perpetrators are prepared to 
blow themselves up with the hundreds of 
others. 

Many of the most serious outrages in 
recent years remain a mystery. In some 
cases, even the area from which the attack 
originates has never been identified. 

Today, if you visit the home of the prime 
minister of India, or any other prime minis- 
ter for that matter, you have to pass through 
several security gates equipped with metal 
detectors. X-rays and video cameras, and Be 
frisked, tagged, and maybe "have jfotir'p&iF" 
port held. Your taxi must park far away. 

In the circumstances, all this has to hap- 
pen. But the price can be high in terms of 
relations between those who govern and the 
people they are supposed to represent 
Instead of leaders becoming closer to the 
people, terrorism is in danger of forcing 
leaders into increased isolation 

The writer was editor of Gemini Hews 
Service for 28 years and is now consultant 
editor. A former deputy editor of Britain's 
Daily Mail, he is also a past president of the 
Commonwealth Journalists 'Association. 

— Gemini News 


Israel’s ‘Islamic’ terrorist ties exposed 


By Joseph Brevrda 

THE DIRECTOR general 
of the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry. Eitan Bentsur. 
has publicly admitted that 
Israel has been in contact 
with the “Islamic funda- 
mentalist" Taleban regime 
in Afghanistan. He has 
also admitted that Israel 
has been in touch with the 
former government forces 
of Burhanuddin Rabbani. 
which the Taliban over- 
threw in 1996, but which 
still control the northern 
third of the country. This 
previously secret contact 
has not only involved sep- 
arate - meetings with 
Afghan diplomats . from 
both camps, in Europe, 
the United States, and 
Israel, but also the trans- 
fer of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars to the 
Taleban regime. for 
“humanitarian purposes." 
Bentsur told the London 
Times on June 18. that 
Israel is intent on ensuring 
that it has good relations 
with whoever ultimately 
controls the country. 

Bentsur's confession 
follows a mid- June expose 
on Israel's “Afghan card ” 
in the Foreign Report of 
London, which says that 
Israel became involved in 
Afghanistan in 1991. with 
the intent of setting up 
intelligence bases along 
the border with Iran, to 
aid in launching a strike 
against Iran's nuclear 
installations. On behalf of 


that war plan, the re pen 
says, in recent months 
“Israel opened up (wo 
secret channels: the first 
with the previous Afghan 
government and the sec- 
ond with the present 
Taleban regime in Kabul." 
and that Israel “hopes that 
its Afghan ties will enable 
it to install listening 
devices and advanced spy- 
ing equipment adjacent to 
the Iranian border." This 
report comes as the U.S. 
Zionist lobby continues io 
condemn the Clinton 
administration for 

attempting to improve 
relations with Iran, a 
nation that is supposedly 
“only months away*’ from 
acquiring nuclear 

weapons. 

In a related deployment. 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu has 
been trying io build up 
Israel's presence through- 
out Central Asia. 

According to the Saudi 
daily Hayat, Netanyahu is 
currently attempting to 
mediate between 

Tajikistan and Rabbani 's 
forces across the border in 
Afghanistan which are 
largely composed of eth- 
nic Tajiks. Also. 

Netanyahu met with 
Uzbek President Islam 
Karimov in Tashkent in 
May, to discuss 

Afghanistan and Iran, 
among other matters. The 
possibilities for outside 
meddling are great. 
Tajikistan and 


Uzbekistan, as well as 
Iran, have repeatedly 
warned about the dire 
effects ihe continuing war 
in neighbouring 

Afghanistan is having on 
their nations, and the 
region as a whole. 

While British and Israeli 
coverage of these revela- 
tions foeus on Israel’s 
ambition io open up a new 
eastern from against Iran, 
and Arab coverage has 
emphasised the new evi- 
dence of Israeli penetra- 
tion into oil-rich. Muslim 
Central Asia, the expose's 
greatest importance is in 
further demonstrating 
Israeli patronage of 
“Islamic terrorism." Far 
from being something 
new to the region, as these 
papers have reported. 
Israel's involvement in 
Afghanistan dates hack to 
at least 1980. when 
Britain and the United 
States gave Israel a fran- 
chise to train "Afghan 
mujahedecn" who were 
fighting Soviet occupa- 
tion. 

How terrorism really 
works 

Following the 1988 
Soviet pullout from 
Afghanistan, these muja- 
bedecn “freedom fighters" 
were found to be expend- 
able. and were dumped 
onto the job market — in 
the process, they were 
reclassified as “Islamic 
terrorist!;" About 10.000 
of the mujahedeen were 


Arab volunteers, who 
drifted back to North 
Africa and Che Mideast, 
where many were recruit- 
ed into indigenous 
“Islamic terrorist groups." 
But. the network as a 
whole remained under 
British. Israeli, and oth- 
ers’ control — whatever 
its dupes might think — 
and constitutes the back- 
bone of the British-run 
“Islamic terrorist interna- 
tional" today. 

These mujahedeen vet- 
erans are also the core of 
the military forces of the 
deposed Afghan govern- 
ment of Rabbani. and the 
Taleban forces which 
replaced him. For such 
reasons. Afghan regions 
under Taleban control 
remain an important base 
of operations for the 
“Islamic terrorists" whom 
Britain uses to destabilise 
ihe Midcast. West Asia, 
and the Indian 
Subcontinent. They also 
give Netanyahu a pretext 
to justify his sabotage of 
the Oslo peace accord. 

To this end. Afghanistan 
has become the headquar- 
ters for the main funder of 
this new “Islamic terrorist 
international Saudi bil- 
lionaire Osama Ben 
Laden, who, with his 
uncle, the late Salim Ben 
Laden, first began 
bankrolling the Afghan 
mujahedeen back in 
I9S0. at the request of 
British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and 


U.S. President George 
Bush. From his hideout in 
the mountains of southern 
Afghanistan — and occa- 
sionally from his fashion- 
able estate in Wembley, 
England — Ben Laden 
routinely calls for the 
murder of U.S. service- 
men. and the assassination 
of President Bill Clinton. 
Ben Laden has taken cred- 
it for car-bomb attacks 
against two U.S. military 
buses in Saudi Arabia, in 
1995 and 1996. which 
together killed more than 
20 U.S. soldiers. 

On June 10. in an ABC- 
TV interview broadcast 
from Afghanistan, Ben 
Laden called for killing 
Americans worldwide, 
prompting the U.S. State 
Department to issue a 
travel alert. Two days 
later, he ordered new anti- 
American torror attacks. 

Among the major bene- 
ficiaries of Ben Laden's 
largesse are Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad, whose 1996 
Jerusalem bus-bombing 
spree paved the way for 
Netanyahu’s election as 
prime minister in the 
spring of that year. 
Informed observers see in 
Netanyahu's Afghan 
doings, new signs of an 
upcoming Israeli “Islamic 
terrorist offensive," to fin- 
ish off the Oslo accords, 
once and for all. 

— Executive 
Intelligence Review 


Letters 

Correction 
on cable 
project 

To the editor: 

I REFER to an article in 
the Jordan Times pub- 
lished on Aug. 4, 1998 
(Jordanian. Egyptian 
electricity systems will 
integrate in October, offi- 
cial says) and 1 would like 
to correct the last para- 
graph of that report. 

In that paragraph you 
indicated the cost of part 
of the replaced cable — 
600 metres — to 572 mil- 
lion. Actually the cost of 
the whole of the maritime 
cable project linking the 
two countries is S72 mil- 
lion. 


Waddah Nabulsi 
Acting Director 
Generali 
The National Electric | 
Power Company 


The Jordan Tunes wel- 
comes letters and con- 
tributions from its read- 
ers on any issue they 
wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication 
should contain the 
writer's full name and 
preferably address 0 s 
well. Names can be 
withheld upon request 
bur only under special 
circumstances. Letters 
are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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I’ve lost my keys... I’m going mad 

Memory loss amounts to the failure of a fallible filing system — but it can often be easily fixed 


By Annabel Ferriman 
INCREASED FORGETFUL- 



How reliable 
is your memory? 


The normal process of ageing makes h increasingly difficult to extract things from our mental filing cabinets (photo by John Lawrence) 


NESS as die years go by is dis- 
turbing partly because it is easy to 
panic and imagine the symptoms 
are a sign of something more seri- 
ous. Medical experts, however, are 
reassuring about the problem. 
“People worry about it far more 
than necessary” says Dr. Christo- 
pher Marty n, of the MRC Envi- 
ronmental Epidemiology Unit, in 
Southampton, England. ‘They 
think their memory lapses are 
pathological, when they are quite 
normal." 

To improve your memory, it is 
important to analyse why you for- 
get things. Memory consists of 
three functions: registering new 
information, filing it away, and 
retrieving it Your memory can foil 
because of weaknesses in any or 
all of these functions, and in some 
cases, the condition is eminently 
treatable. 

If you are not registering new 
information properly, it could be 
because you are anxious or 
depressed. "When you have a 
patient who might be demented, 
the first thing to ask yourself is, is 
this person depressed?’ says Dr. 
Martyn, who works part-time as a 
consultant neurologist at 
Southampton General Hospital. 
“Depression is as common as 
dementia in older people and can 
be treated.” 

In a pamphlet called Memory 
and Dementia produced by the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 
doctors provide helpful hints about 
talcing thin gs in. “You can’t 
remember wbar you never heard or 
saw in the first place. So you need 
to keep yourself alert and make 
yourself notice the thin gs that you 
need to. For instance, you may 
find it hdpful. to repeat the name 
of a person you have just met,” it 

say s - 

Memory is all about paying 
attention, which can be a problem 
for people with short concentra- 
rion ■ -spans. - Tbeyrcan also suffer 
from what psychologists term 
“information overload” where 
they simply have too much infor- 
mation to process and file away. 
Some ipay fail to take things in 
because of alcohol, tranquillisers, 
chronic pain and head injuries, all 
of which can also affect retrieval. 

Certain medical conditions also 
affect memory. An underactive 
thyroid gland slows down the 
whole body — including the brain 
— severe heart or lung disease 
starves the brain of oxygen, and 
both high and low levels of blood 
sugar in diabetes interfere with the 
way the brain works. 

But by far the most common rea- 
son for memory loss is the normal 
process of ageing, which makes it 
harder few us to retrieve the infor- 
mation that we want from our fil- 
ing systems. The best way to deal 
with it, says Dr. Martyn, is to 
cheat “Sometimes people con- 
front these problems head on, 
instead of thinkin g of ways round 
the problem. The easiest way to 


deal with memory loss is to out- 
flank it If you cannot remember 
wbar you should be doing, for 
example, keep a diary." 

Dr. Martyn’s booklet Forgetful- 
ness and Dementia (Family Doc- 
tor series) has a dozen different 
tips on how to sidestep the prob- 
lem, from always keeping a note- 
book with you fpr. syriiing^down 
tasks, to labelling cupboards and 
drawers, and deciding on a partic- 
ular place for articles that you fre- 
quently lose. 

Unfortunately, there is no evi- 
dence to suggest that if you con- 
stantly exercise your brain with 
games and puzzles, it keeps your 
brain alert every area. It will help 
you to remain good at the particu- 
lar game or puzzle that you do. but 
it will not keep you as capable of 
learning a new language or musi- 
cal instrument as you were when 
you were 30. 

Patrick Rabbitt, professor of 
cognitive gerontology at the Uni- 
versity of Manchester, has carried 
out extensive research in this area 
and claims that it is not all b3d 
news. “We got two groups of peo- 
ple together, one group in their 
early 80s and the other in their 50s. 
who were equally fast in doing 
cryptic crosswords and compared 
them in various ways," be says. 
Although they were equally good 


at crosswords, the older group did 
not perform nearly as well in intel- 
ligence tests. "What we seem to 
have found is that, if you go on 
practising some particular skills, 
you can maintain your compe- 
tence in thai skill into old age, but 
it does not seem to generalise to 
; other areas." 

‘““fThe good 'news was that the 
f^tei-at which the two groups 
improved with practice was com- 
parable. Both groups unproved 
enormously over 36 weeks and the 
difference between a practised 
elderly person and an unpractised 
younger person was enormous. 

But although doing endless 
mental p uzzl es does not keep your 
brain in all-around tip-top condi- 
tion, there are cenain things you 
can do to try to keep your memory 
as good as posable. “Unfortunate- 
ly, they are all the usual boring 
things, like keeping your weight 
down, taking regular exercise, not 
smoking and only drinking home- 
opathic amounts of alcohol," Pro- 
fessor Rabbit says. 

Alzheimer's disease, however, is 
a different prospect There appears 
to be little you can do to prevan it 
and the strong genetic component 
means that certain people seem 
destined to develop iL The only 
consolation is that it is still com- 
paratively rare. One in five people 


over 80 suffers from dementia (of 
which Alzheimer’s is the com- 
monest cause), but that still means 
four out of five do not 

Professor Howard Jacobs, of the 
endocrinology department at Mid- 
dlesex Hospital, says: ‘There is 
some evidence that taking hor- 
mone replacement therapy may 
delay the onset of Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease — four ouj of five, recent 
studies showed it to be useful — 
but it is too early to recommend it 
as a proven preventive measure." 

The disease can usually be dis- 
tinguished from normal age-asso- 
ciated memory impairment 
(AAMI) because it is often accom- 
panied by change in personality 
(the victim becoming irritable, 
withdrawn, rude, scruffy, idle or 
suspicious) and by difficulty with 
skills learnt early in life, such as 
dressing and using a knife and 
fork. 

Despite investing a huge amount 
of money in Alzheimer’s research, 
the pharmaceutical industry has 
yet to find a cure. The new drug, 
AricepL for example, which was 
launched in Britain last year, is 
only of limited use. The herb 
industry and the supplement man- 
ufacturers are malting dramatic 
claims for the ginkgo leaf, bur 
large-scale studies are still needed. 

So if an elderly relative seems to 


be developing really serious mem- 
ory loss and personality changes, 
the best course of action is to have 
them thoroughly investigated to 
rule out other causes, such as the 
presence of tumours, stroke or 
blood clots, some of which can be 
treated. 

If your relative definitely has 
Alzheimer’s, there .are one or two ‘ 
practical techniques that can help, . 
such as keeping them in familiar 
surroundings and practising “real- 
ity orientation," in which the 
helper constantly tells the sufferer 
the day. date, time and what is 
happening. According to the Royal 
College of Psychiatrists, "it is a bit 
tedious but, up to a point, it 
works.” 

Of course, there are certain 
advantages in not remembering 
everything. The philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche said that it 
meant he could enjoy many things 
over and over again, as if for the 
first time Dr. Christopher Martyn 
also says forgetting is a useful 
process to stop the brain getting 
too cluttered: "Your brain stores 
what it considers important and 
discards what is trivial." 

'Memory and Dementia, ' available 
five [with an SAE ) from Royal 
College of Psychiatrists, 17 Bel- 
grave Square, London SWIX SPG. 


Circle the number (1-4) 

}■= Never or hardly ever (a 
few times a year or less) 
2= Occasionally (a few 
times each month) 

J= Often (a few times a 
week ) 

4 = Very frequently (every 
day) 

How often do you find 
yourself... 

1. Forgetting where you 
have put something around 
the house? 

12 3 4 

2. Failing to recognise 
places that you are told 
you have often been to 
before? 

12 3 4 

3. Having to go back to 
check whether you have 
done something that you 
meant to do? 

12 3 4 

4. Forgetting to take some- 
thing with you when you 
go out? 

12 3 4 

5. Forgetting that you were 
told something yesterday 
or a few days ago, and 
maybe having to be 
reminded about it? 

\ \i 2 3 - : 4 

6. Failing to recognise, by 
sight, close relatives or 
friends that you meet fre- 
quently? 

12 3 4 

7. When reading a newspa- 
per or magazine being 
unable to follow the thread 
of a story; losing track of 
what it is about? 

12 3 4 

8. Forgetting to tell some- 
body something important. 
Perhaps forgetting to pass 
on a message or remind 
someone of something? 

12 3 4 

9. Forgetting important 
details about yourself — 
for example, your date of 


birth or where you live? 
12 3 4 

10. Getting the details of 
what someone has told you 
mixed*up and confused? 

12 3 4 

11. Forgetting where 
things are normally kept or 
looking for them in the 
wrong place? 

12 3 4 

12. Getting lost or turning 
in the wrong direction on a 
journey, a walk, or in a 
building where you have 
often been before? 

12 3 4 

13. Doing some routine 
thing twice by mistake. For 
example, putting two lots 
of tea in the teapot or 
going to brush your hair 
when you have just done 
so? 

12 3 4 

14. Repeating to someone 
what you have just told 
them or asking them the 
same question twice? 

12 3 4 

Score: 

14-19 Your memory is 
excellent. 

20-29 Your memory is 
average but you might find 
advice on memory aids 
useful. 

30-39 Your memory is 
below average. This may 
simply mean that you lead 
a very busy life. 

40-56 Your memory is very 
poor. Frequent memory 
lapses are likely to have a 
serious effect on the way 
you cope with daily life. 
There may be several rea- 
sons for this, but it would 
be sensible to discuss it 
with your GP. 

Taken from: ‘Understand- 
ing Forgetfulness and 
Dementia ’ by Dr. CN Mar- 
tyn and Catharine Gale . 
Family Doctor series, 
£2.49. 

— The Independent 


After Viagra for men, 
now sex pills for women 


By Glsela Ostwald 

With increasing age, circulatory 
disturbances impair female arousal 
in the same way as that of the male. 

NEW YORK — After the stunning 
success of the male impotency pill 
Viagra, the pharmaceuticals indus- 
try is stepping up its efforts to help 
women with sex problems. At least 
six companies in the United States 
are developing pills and plasters to 
stimulate the female libido or 
increase the flow of blood to the 
genitals. 

Female sexual disturbances, rang- 
ing from a lack of interest in sexual 
intercourse to inability to have an 
orgasm — - have in the past usually 
been ascribed to emotional causes. 
Now the industry seems determined 
to open up a further market. 

U.S. universities, too, are dedicat- 
ing themselves to the complex sub- 
ject of female sexuality. 

In laboratory experiments on ani- 
mals, Irwin Goldstein of Boston 
University succeeded in proving 
that with increasing age circulatory 
disturbances impair female arousal 
in the same way as that of the male. 

Goldstein induced arteriosclerosis 
in female rabbits and found that this 
led to a sharp reduction in their sex- 
ual reactions. 

If his theory is confirmed by fur- 


ther experiments, women would be 
just as suitable candidates for Via- 
gra treatment as men, the Wall 
Street Journal commented recently. 

Pfizer Inc. of New York is current- 
ly testing Viagra, the blue pill which 
has sold better than any new drug 
ever before, on 500 women in 
Britain. Other U.S. firms are follow- 
ing the same trail. 

Pentech Pharmaceuticals, in a 
joint venture with Abbott Laborato- 
ries, Takeda Chemical Industries of 
Japan and Zonagen. are developing 
other substances to stimulate the 
flow of blood and with it female 
desire. Major studies are in the 
pipeline. 

More controversial is the idea of 
treatment with the male hormone 
testosterone. True, the female 
organism produces it too, but in 
much smaller quantities. With the 
menopause the female testosterone 
level drops even further, by up to 50 
per cent. 

In her book “The Hormone of 
Desire,” psychiatrist Susan Rako 
suggests that a flagging interest in 
sex and a lack of zest for life are 
both consequences of this decline in 
the testosterone level. 

The U.S. company Solvay Phar- 
maceuticals has for years been sell- 
ing Estratest, a testosterone pill, to 
treat menopausal symptoms. It now 
plans to test the drug as a means of 


enhancing sexual desire. 

TheraTech Inc. is planning to 
launch a testosterone plaster, and 
the National Institutes of Health 
Research are looking into the hor- 
mone's effect. 

Barbara Sherwin. a psychologist 
and professor of gynaecology at 
McGill University in Montreal, 
Canada, accused critics -of -testos- 
terone therapy of prejudice. 

In an article in the New York 
Times, she said even some doctors 
still believed the hormone turned 
women into men, causing them to 
develop beards, a deep voice and 
aggressive behaviour. 

However, if properly administered 
as a drug, the hormone only restored 
the body's testosterone to its natural 
pre-menopause level. Critics, how- 
ever. say it can also cause acne and 
cardiac problems. 

While medical research scientists 
are racking their brains over the 
side-effects of future sex pills and 
plasters, many women have been 
using their own initiative. 

Lawrence Hakim, director of the 
Centre for Sexual Disturbances and 
Infertility at the University of 
Miami, told the newspaper USA 
Today that “hundreds of women" 
attending his clinic had asked for 
Viagra. 

— Deutsche Presse-Agemur 


Our potions beat Viagra, 
say Cairo quacks 


r 


By Adel Darwish 

CAIRO — Haj Ahmad 
Batrawi sat puffing on his 
arghileh (water pipe), grin- 
ning at Azzizah, a woman 
in her thirties who- was 
queuing in front of his herb 
and spice store. 

“Who needs the Ameri- 
can blue pill?" said Haj 
Ahmad with a wink, using 
the Egyptian slang for Via- 
gra. Pointing to the hun- 
dreds of multi-coloured 
jars and bottles climbing in 
dark mahogany cabinets to 
the ceiling of his tiny shop, 
he went on slyly: "We have 
what blessed your mother 
and grandmother, making 
them roll in happiness for 
many nights.” 

The woman blushed and 
frowned, before being 
infected by the giggles 
spreading down the queue. 

“Behave yourself, Haj,” 
she said, playfully smack- 
ing the old man on his 
shoulder. “I am only here to 
buy mugbat for my sister- 
in-law. She has just had a 
baby” 

The shop owner ordered 
his assistant to give her two 
ounces of the herb, but 
added: ‘Take a green jar for 


your husband, then praise 
Allah, and thank me." This 
brought more giggles from 
the line of women; they all 
knew what Azzizah, just 
like them, was really after. 

Viagra has been banned 
from sale in Egypt by the 
health ministry, generating 
a dispute with pharmacists 
who claim to have lost 
£50m-worth of sales to 
black-market importers and 
artarin (herbalists) such as 
Haj Ahmad. “Thank 
Allah,” he said. ‘That blue 
pill is bad for the heart and 
the soul, but our wasfab [a 
herbal prescription 

favoured by quacks] has 
worked miracles for hun- 
dreds of years.” 

"There is a black market 
for Viagra in Egypt," said 
Nabil Sharbawie, a fertility 
specialist, “but most Egyp- 
tians go to attarin quacks 
for herbal alternatives” 
There has been a sudden 
rush to their shops in the 
narrow alleyways of Al- 
Guhria. the medieval quar- 
ter of east Cairo celebrated 
in the novels of Naguib 
Mahfouz, Egypt's Nobel 
Prize winner for literature. 

Air-conditioning units 
are beginning to displace 


the slow ceiling fans bat- 
ting the warm air, but in the 
attarins* establishments 
there are few other conces- 
sions to modernity. For the 
past 1,000 years, they have 
dispensed their potions 
here to seekers of beauty 
and romance. Whether it is 
rounding and fir min g a 
young woman’s breasts — 
"better than a Wonderbra," 
says Haj Ahmad — or 
boosting the sexual desire 
of a lover, he will find the 
right wasfab in one of his 
tiny mahogany drawers. 
None of them has a label: 
knowledge of the contents 
is a secret passed from 
father to son. 

The women queuing in 
this medieval setting 
shielded their faces behind 
Gucci-style handbags, 
fashionable sunglasses, and 
silk scarves — more to 
conceal* their identity than 
because of Islamic mod- 
esty. They paid 200 Egypt- 
ian pounds (£35) for tiny 
jars of “Elixir of Life”, 
“Hell's Stone” or “Nerve 
Charger”, herbal potions to 
give to their men. Others 
asked for shirsh el-zalouh. 
the root of a herb that 
grows in the mountains of 


Lebanon. 

"The female shirsh. 
which looks like a 
woman's genitals, is used 
to restore men’s potency, 
while the male herb, which 
looks like a man's geni- 
talia, is given to women. It 
works better than Viagra," 
said Al-Mu'ez Eiad, whose 
grandfather taught him the 
secrets of love potions after 
learning them from his 
great- grandfather. In his 
shop, which has been in the 
family for 300 years, assis- 
tants were preparing small 
parcels containing jars of 
“Masculine Potion" or 
“Seed of Romance ” and 
handing them to couriers 
sent by masters who were 
unwilling to be seen in the 
market 

Eiad believes the boom 
will continue, even when 
the government permits the 
sale of Viagra. Men still 
prefer buying his wasfah, 
he claims, to talking to 
their doctor. “No man can 
hold bis head high after 
saying to the- doctor: 
‘Please give me some Via- 
gra so that I can keep my 
woman.’” 

— The Independent 


8 Economy 


Sale of imported bottled water 
still pending health quality tests 


By Gfaalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The sale of one 
and a half million litres of 
imported bottled water, post- 
poned for the second time this 
week, awaits health ministry 
test results to ensure the water 
meets local specifications. 

Bottled water, imported 
from Saudi Arabia and Syria, 
was scheduled io go on sale 
last Saturday to meet soaring 
demand caused by a six-week- 
old water contamination and 
shortage crisis. 

But a source at the supply 
ministry said test results of 
water samples are yet to be 
completed by the health jnin- 
islrv. The bottled water arrived 


in the Kingdom on Saturday. 

“After we receive die 
results, we will start selling the 
water.'* the source said. 

One litre of imported drink- 
ing water will be sold at 300 
fils. The ministry said it could 
import more bottled water if 
the need persists. 

The derision to buy bottled 
water, following a decades-old 
ban, was apparently taken to 
break a thriving black market 
business. But the govern- 
ment's move has angered Jor- 
dan's JDI5 million water bot- 
tling industry working around- 
the-clock to meet unprece- 
dented demand 
Ministry of Supply Secre- 
tary-General Mohammad 
Smadi said the imported water 


will only be sold from govern- 
ment-run warehouses in 
Amman, and not through pri- 
vate supermarkets and stores 
selling water supplied by the 
five local bottlers, who now 
produce 250,000 litres a day. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Sunday said domestic 
water supplies flowing from 
the Zai Water Treatment Plant 
(ZWP) were safe and fit for 
human consumption. 

“1 assure citizens that every 
single drop of water leaving 
ZWP is drinkable," he said. 

Majali added that intermit- 
tent tap water supplies would 
return to normal after mainte- 
nance work at die ZWP, sup- 
plying 40 per cent of 
Amman's water needs, was 


completed. 

ZWP was closed temporari- 
ly at dawn on Saturday after 
staff noticed increased levels 
. of organic substances, mainly 
algae, in the water. 

While assuring the public 
that the quality of domestic 
water supplies was in line with 
standards set by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 
Health Minister Ashraf Kurd! 
advised Citizens to boil the 
water for a few minutes before 
drinking it. Smadi defended 
his ministry's decision to 
import water saying it wanted 
to prevent hoarding of sup- 
plies by traders seeking to 
make quick and higher profits. 

Residents have complained 
that several traders were 


stocking local bottled water to 
sell it later at black market 
rates or were selling them 
smuggled bottled water at 
higher prices. 

Jordan's water bottlers, thus 
far enjoying protectionism, 
said the decision to import 
water will harm the industry 
because demand will drop 
after the water crisis is over 
and the increased supply will 
glut the market 

“Officials should not base 
their decisions on circum- 
stances caused by an emer- 
gency situation,'' said an exec- 
utive at a local water bottling 
firm. “The present five bot- 
tling factories can handle up to 
three times the market's 
needs." 


Israeli tourism mired in a 2-year slump 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
tourism industry, once able to 
bounce bock quickly from the 
fallout of violence and wars, is 
mired in a two-vear-old slump 
which industry officials blame 
on deadlocked Middle East 
peacemaking. 

“This is the longest and most 
difficult crisis ever." said Dan 
Yanjen. chief economist of the 
Israeli Hotel Association. 

Foreign tourist arrivals usu- 
ally drop sharply after a major 
security incident and then pick 
up again after a few months. 

But tourism to Israel has 
been in the doldrums since a 
wave of suicide bombings by 
militants in March 1996. 

.Arrivals have dropped six 
per cent annually on average 
for the last three years, or a 
total of about 20 per cent. 
Yaiden said. Hotel occupancy 
rates arc naming at an estimat- 
ed 57.4 per cent this year. 


down from a 1 995 peak of 68. 1 
percent. 

“All the hotels in Israel are 
losing money" Raphy Weiner, 
general manager of Sheraton 
Israel, told a tourism industry 
conference late last month. 

“Since 1996 the hotels have 
been working to cut expenses. 
In the last one and a half years 
we’ve fired 5,000 employees,” 
he said 

According to the associa- 
tion’s figures, revenue from 
foreign tourism topped S3.4 
billion in 1995, was down to 
$3.2 billion in 1997 and is esti- 
mated at $3.0 bQlion for this 
year. 

The industry’s hope that the 
Middle East peace process 
would smooth out the bumps 
in tourist arrivals seemed to be 
on target after Israeli-Arab 
talks got under way in 1991. 
Arrivals grew steadily to a 
record 2.5 million in 1995. 


Industry officials lay pan of 
the blame for the prolonged 
slump on high local prices, but 
first and foremost they point to 
the deadlocked peace process. 

“Security-wise we are in a 
relatively quiet period. What is 
influencing this crisis is the 
message Israel is transmitting 
to the outside world, in terms 
of not implementing the peace 
accords (with the Palestini- 
ans)." said Yaiden. 

Israel's negotiating stance 
towards the Palestinians and 
the rest of the Arab World is 
widely seen as having hard- 
ened since the election of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in May 1996. short- 
ly after the bus bombings. 

A scheduled Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank is 
way past deadline and Israel's 
relations with the Arab World 
have deteriorated. 

“There is no doubt that when 


there are attacks on the back- 
ground of a peace process then 
the influence is much smaller 
than when there are no talks," 
said Sbafcnai Shai. director-gen- 
eral at the Tourism Ministry. 

Recent figures show an 
upturn in tourism, but industry 
officials are not optimstic that 
the numbers point to a turn- 
around. 

Overnight stays in hotels 
were up eight per cent in June 
from a year ago. but for the 
first half of the year they were 
down 12 percent. 

“The figure is still 14 per 
cent lower than what it was in 
June 1995. And the Januaiy- 
June figure is 23 per cent lower 
than in 1996.” Yarden said. 
“One swallow does not mean 
spring. We cannot say we are 
past the turning point" 

Industry leaders are placing 
their hopes on the year 2000. 
when optimists are expecting 


up to four million pilgrims to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus in 
the Holy Land. 

“The only chance to exit this 
crisis is the year 2000,” Shai 
said at a conference. 

But some in the indusuy 
remain sceptical, noting that 
the expectations for a flood of 
visitors to mark the 50th 
anniversary this year of Israel's 
founding foiled to materialise. 

“The celebrations for Israel's 
50 years of independence did 
not meet expectations," said 
Nira Dror. managing director 
of British Airways Israel, who 
said the airline might not 
include Israel in its publicity 
brochure for the year .2000. 

Shai said a lot depended on 
Middle East peace. 

“These difficulties will end, 
because we have a good prod- 
uct We need better geopoliti- 
cal conditions and then the 
position will be better," he said. 


Russia devalues rouble, shaking markets, political world 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
caved in Monday to huge 
pressure on the rouble, 
announcing a de facto deval- 
uation which sent a chill 
wind through domestic and 
global stock markets and 
threatened a major political 
shake-up in Moscow. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
bolted back to Moscow from 
a holiday retreat in northwest 
Russia for urgent consulta- 
tions with Prime Minister 
Sergei Kiriyenko. after the 
government admitted it could 
no longer defend the rouble 
at its current dollar peg. 

The central bank raised the 
upper limit at which it is pre- 
pared to support the rouble to 
9.5 to the greenback, while 
the lower limit was set at six. 
Prcxioush the government 


had pegged the rouble at 6.2 
to the dollar, with a fluctua- 
tion margin of 15 per cent 
either way. 

The government also 
declared a 90-day moratori- 
um on repayment of foreign 
debt, suspended trading in 
short-term domestic debt 
instruments, imposed con- 
trols over currency flows 
abroad, and said that govern- 
ment bonds would be 
restructured into new debt 
instruments based on the new 
rouble rate. 

The announcements 
touched off panic on Russia's 
financial markets, already- 
spooked by weeks of devalu- 
ation speculation and months 
of anxiety that Russia, with 
its broke government and 
mounting debt, could be the 


next emerging market domi- 
no to topple. 

Trading was initially sus- 
pended amid near-hysterical 
conditions on equity and cur- 
rency exchanges, and slocks 
ended down a glum five per 
cent. The rouble changed 
hands at 6.43 to the dollar in 
interbank trade, though vol- 
umes were so thin that one 
trader said the rate was “non- 
sense." 

On the streets, the dollar 
was fetching as much as S.50 
roubles, while traders spoke 
of a theoretical market rate 
nearer 7.1. 

Further afield, the de facto 
devaluation bore down on 
stock prices from Tokyo to 
Paris. Singapore to London 
and Bangkok to Frankfurt as 
concerns spread of another 


round of Asian currency 
depreciations ' following 
Moscow's move on the rou- 
ble. 

Kiriyenko insisted Monday 
that the move did not amount 
to the devaluation which 
Moscow has repeatedly 
foresworn. He said the new 
currency policy merely 
amounted to a “crawling 
peg." that would “respond 
more flexibly to the situation 
on the market.” 

But the besieged premier, 
w ho has spent his entire four 
months ai ihc helm trying to 
plug a fiscal hole which has 
translated into a full-blown 
financial crisis, did not rule 
out cabinet changes as a 
result of the policy about- 
face. 

Political analysts were 


quickly anticipating that fall- 
out from the moactary melt- 
down would affect govern- 
ment and Kremlin officials. 

“The stock of pro-liberal, 
pro-reform forces fell 
sharply today.” said Yury 
Korgunyuk, an analyst with 
the IN DEM research insti- 
tute. “People will say these 
six years have gone to waste. 
It will be hard for them to say 
they managed to improve 
things before the 2000 presi- 
dential elections roll 
around." 

But the immediate out- 
come was the promotion of 
one of the most ardent 
reformers of post-Soviet 
Russia, Boris Fyodorov, to 
deputy prime minister. 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
DE Mark 
GB Sterling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
nr Lira 

NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


ior currencies & Cross Rates 


0.5679 

1.6168 £8996 


0X660 119.30 04113 

0.0066 1-2261 04230 1.0274 
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JPY 

Prices as at 18/ OS/98 26:54 
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2861.11 SLZ704 

9.7204 

97.33 
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1177.35 13448 

34999 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
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Energy 

Oils Last re vioi* 
Brent 0.00 0.00 

W. Texan 13.40 13.37 
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Dubai 1246 12.63 

UL Gas 135.00 133.00 
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2.8418 276.726 


Metal Prices 
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Gold (ox's) 284.; 

Silver (oz’s) 5.13 
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Offer 

Period 
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-3- -B- 

2844 

284.8 
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5.13 

5.16 

USD 

5.6445 
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365 
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7.7188 
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1323 
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JPY 
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4090 
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Main Equity Indices 


Bourse 

NewYork 

Index 

DOW JONES 

Value 

8402.6 

Chng 

-224 

% Cling 
-047 

High 

8434.7V 

Low 

8388.62 

PrCte 

8423 

Newyork 

SAP 500 

1059.19 

-346 

-0.33 

1062.75 

1055.08 

1062.76 

London 

FT-SE100 

54684 

134 

045 

54684 

5398 

5455 

Tokyo 

NIKKIE 225 

14794.66 

-32947 

-2.18 

15137.7 

14655.7 

.15123.9 

Paris 

Frankfurt 

CAC40 

DAX 

3973.81 

6402.3 

-21.1 
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3987.38 

5425.64 

392346 
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Commodity 
Coffee (c/lbs) 

Last 

117.58 

Delivery 

Spot 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1863 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

260.7 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

98 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 

23.96 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) , 

125 

Spot 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (Srton) 

415 

Spot 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
GB Sterling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
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Source: Central 


UMS wins Asria Dairy Co. account 


UMS (United Media Ser- 
vices) recently won the 
account for ADC (Asria 
Dairy Company) which is 
a member of the promi- 
nent Aiayyan Group. 

Alayyan Group was 
formed in 1958. and cur- 
rently incorporates 
Alayyan Trading Compa- 
ny. Unity Trading Estab- 
li.vhmcnt-Hyundai and 
Asria Dairy Company. 
Alayyan Group employs 


a total of 500 people. 

Established in 1995. 
Asria is widely known as 
a quality provider of a 
wide range of dairy prod- 
ucts and juices, including 
UHT products, yogurt, 
labuneh. a variety*” of 
cheeses, ice-creams, and 
fruit juices, all made from 
nartiral and fresh ingredi- 
ents. 

Asria's main objective is 
to achieve quality excel- 


lence and maintain con- 
sumer satisfaction. Asria's 
factory is capable of 
meeting the growing 
demand in the Jordanian 
market through using 
sophisticated. state-of- 
the-art equipment and 
implementing the-roosi 
developed production 
methods applied by the 
most distinguished pro- 
ducers of dairy products 
in the world. 


ACROSS 
1 Cause anxiety 
6 Bridge coup 
10 Grotto 
1*: Jewel: Fr. 

15 Roman garb 

16 Grace ending 

17 Pirate Edward 
Teach 

19 Harbor 

20 Serving of com 

21 Lunar explorer 

22 Melody 

23 Quantity of 

moonshine 

24 Mariner 

26 More smooth 
and glossy 

30 Program paid 
for by F1CA 

31 Vesuvian flow 

32 Running behind 
35 From now to 

then 

39 Related (to) 

40 Outer covering 

42 Gambling 
game 

43 Ball VIP 

45 Business 
transaction 

46 Remove 
wrinkles 

4? Say more 
49 operation 
before painting 
51 Shades -of-gray 
photo 

56 Way cool 

57 Norwegian king 

58 Floating 

60 Lemon drink 
63 __ Valley. CA 
$4 Stevenson's 
pirate 

66 Orderty 

67 Portent 

66 Lab containers 

69 Concerning 

70 Aswan's river 

71 Borden's cow 
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love has been settl< 
trying to make a ch 
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THERE ARE A LOT OF POPPIES 
GROWING AROUND HERE. .I'VE 
BEEN THINKING OF WRITING 
A POEM ABOUT THEM.. 
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1 French danc 

2 Actress 
Kedrova 

3 Partly open 

4 Mythical bird 

5 Eskimo boot . 

6 British . ^ 

• iff- 


7 Burdens 
B Go along with 
9 Indian fabric 

10 Pirate hanged 
in 1701 

11 Love: Fir. 

12 Captain 
Nemo's creator 

13 Go in 

IB Breakfast rings 

23 Pirate 

pardoned after 
War of 1812 

25 Tallahassee 
sch. 

26 Thick piece 

27 Body of water 

28 Wicked 

29 College cheers 

33 Brewed 
beverage 

34 Building wrings 

36 Actress Gair 

37 Privy to 

38 Adjective for 
64A 

41 Gains wisdom 

44 NYC summer 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
« by Henri Arnold end Mfka A ipid® 
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50 Indigenous 

51 Mubarak of 

M |gyp* 

52 Green-card 
holder 

53 Truman's 
birthplace 

54 One of The 
Judds 


, 55 Barrymore or 
Waters 

59 Actress Baxter 

60 Ms. Gardner 
and others 

61 Sub shop 

62 Highland 
tongue 

65 _ Abner 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Government compiles comprehensive data about the 
overall performance of the insurance sector during 1997 


** THE INSURANCE companies operat- 
ing in Jordan recorded a combined net prof- 
it of JD63 million last year whereas the net 
profit generated by the various insurance 
departments of these companies amo unted 
to only JD2J5 million. This overall result 
was revealed in a report prepared by the 
Insurance Control Department at the 
Ministry of Industrial and Trade covering 
the insurance operations in the Kingdom 
during 1997. 

The report showed a growth in the premi- 
ums realised by the insurance departments 
of the 26 companies operating in the coun- 
try as the total increased from JD89.7 mil- 
lion in 1996 to 90.2 million in 1997. 
Premiums realised from the general insur- 
ance departments (fire, marine, general acci- 
dents and vehicles) were lower in 1997 as 
they dropped by 2.4 per cent from JD71.6 
million to JD69.9 million. 

Premiums realised by life insurance 
departments were higher by 12.1 per cent 
totalling JD20.3 millio n compared to a 
JD18.2 milli on total in 1996. The share of 
reinsurers in the life category was conse- 
quently higher by 14 per cem at JD4.9 mil- 
lion (JD4.3 million in 1996). 

The insurance companies in Jordan kept 
JD15.3 million of die premiums in 1997. 
10.8 per cent more than die JD13.S million 
they kept in 1996. 

Hie share of reinsurers form the general 
insurance departments amounted to JD26.6 
million last year, 53 pet cent less than the 
JD2S.1 milli on share for 1996. As such, the 
amounts that the insurance companies kept 
in die Kingdom were JD58 milli on com- 
pared to JD55 million in 1996. 

The report pointed out thar paid claims last 
year amounted to JD53.6 milli on , 11.7 per 
cent higher than the JD48 milli on paid 


claims in 1996. Of this amount the paid 
claims in the general insurance category 
totalled JD44.5 million, 1 13 per cent above 
the JD40 million of paid claims in 1996. The 
paid claims in die life insurance category 
were higher by 1 53 per cent last year as they 
totalled JD9.1 million compared to JD7.9 
million in 1997. 

The share of reinsurers of the paid efaimc 
was JD173 million in 1997, 3.6 per cent 
higher than the JD16.6 million share in 
1996. Of this amount, JD13.4 million were 
related to the general insurance and JD3.8 
million to the life insurance. In 1996, the 
amount were JD13.6 million and 3.1 mil l io n 
respectively. The share of die insurance 
companies of all the paid claims for all 
insurance activities amounted to JD36.4 
million, 15.9 percent higher than die JD3 1 .4 
million recorded during 1996. 

According to the report, the overall share- 
holders equity in all the insurance compa- 
nies amounted to JD70.6 million, 20 per 
cent higher chan the JD59 million total in 
1996. Overall technical reserves went up by 
seven per cent to JD593 million (JD55.6 
million in 1996). Paid-up capital climbed 35 
per cent from JD37.7 million to JD51 mil- 
lion at the end of 1997. 

Finally, die report showed that the total 
assets of all companies was JD177.6 mil- 
lion. 1 1.6 per cent higher than the JD159.1 
million total in 1996. Current assets account- 
ed for 51 .6 per cent of the total assets. Total 
investments of the insurance sector rose by 
16.6 per cent last year moving from JD107 
million in 1996 to JD124.8 million at the 
end of 1997. Return on investment totalled 
JIM million compared to JD3.7 million in 
1996 (Al Ra’i). 
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Occidental to 
raise its Qatar 
oil output 

DOHA (R) — Occidental 
Petroleum Corp. has said it 
planned to develop a new 
offshore oil field in Qatar 
which would add 50.000 
barrels per day (bpd) to its 
production from the Arab 
Gulf state by 2001. 

A company statement said 
development of the Idd AF 
Shargi South Dome field 
would start in early 1999 and 
production would peak ai 
50.000 bpd in 2001. 

The U.S. company current- 
ly produces about 121,000 
bpd from Idd ETShargi 
North Dome field. 

Occidental took over the 
operation of the North Dome 
field from state-owned Qatar 
General Petroleum Corp. 
(QGPC) in 1994 under a 25- 
year development and pro- 
duction sharing agreement. 

‘Tbe cumulative produc- 
tion since October 
1994...surpassed 100 million 
barrels from (Idd El-Shargi 
North Dome) on August 7, 
1998, and daily production is 
currently averaging more 
than 121,000 barrels, an 
increase of more than 400 
per cent since January 
1995.” the statement said. 


Safa consortium plans 
$20m spa projects 
in Jordan, Mideast 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A dele- 
gation representing Safa 
Dead Sea Consortium 
grouping U.S. and 
Jordanian firms has pre- 
sented to Tourism and 
Antiquities Minister Aqel 
Biltaji a plan for establish- 
ing a network of spas in 
Jordan and other countries 
employing salt and mud 
found in the Dead Sea to be 
used for therapeutical pur- 
poses. 

The delegation which 
met the minister at his 
office Monday said the 
consortium has allocated 
S20 million to carry out 
this project. 

Joel Lebewitz and 
Mohammad Omar Sabri, 
who represent the 
Jordanian- American con- 
sortium, heard from Biltaji 


Russia devalues rouble 

(Continued from page 8) 

Fyodorov will keep his cru- 
cial present job of tax chief. An 
early scapegoat was Alexander 
Livshits. President Boris 
Yeltsin’s economic advisor, 
who tendered his resignation. 

Though Monday’s monetary 
move will ease the pressure on 
a central bank which has been 
spending a billion dollars a 
week recently to defend the 
rouble, the banking sector was 
in danger of implosion, econo- 
mists said. “The banking sec- 
tor could suffer quite severely 
because of their loans and their 
positions.” said Peter Westin. | 
an economist with the Russia- 
European Centre for 
Economic Policy. "My con- 
cern is also that ... as imports 
get more expensive, inflation 
could return ” 

In a bid to shore up part of 
the banking sector, the govern- 
ment announced plans to cre- 
ate an inner sanctum of 12 of 
Russia's largest banks, who 
would cooperate with the cen- 
tral bank to help avert financial 
collapse, the government 
announced Monday. 

The International Monetary 
Fund, which last month led a 
S22.6-billion two-year bailout 
for Russia, also hinted that it 
was right behind the govern- 
ment’s latest monetary move. 

As top-level IMF team 
touched down in Moscow for 
talks with senior government 
officials. IMF managing direc- 
tor Michel Camdessus said 
thar Monday's surprise mea- 
sures were aimed at “restoring 
confidence” in Russia's finan- 
cial system. The United Slates 
said the move was exceptional, 
though not precedent-setting. 

But ratings agencies were 
less forgiving, Fitch IBCA and 
Standard and Poor's down- 
grading credit ratings. 

Tbe government moreover 
admitted Monday that it would 
only be able to defend its new 
currency corridor if it received 
"legislative support” in its 
efforts to face the financial cri- 
sis head on. 


a briefing about the invest- 
ment climate in Jordan and 
the religious, therapeutical 
and desert tourism in the 
country. 

Biltaji spoke at length 
about the beneficial effects 
of tbe Dead Sea water and 
about mineral springs 
located on the eastern side 
of the Jordan Rift Valley. 
He also outlined tbe min- 
istry’s tourism pro- 
grammes marking the 
beginning of the second 
millennium, noting that 
these programmes will 
boost ' the Jordanian 
tourism industry. 

The Safa consortium del- 
egation had earlier met 
with Saleh Rifai, director 
general of the Zara holding 
company which is one of 
the leading firms specialis- 



BQtaji (left) discusses spa projects with the two members of the delegation 


ing in tourism and hotel 
management industries. 
They discussed areas for 
investments especially in 
spas to be set up at tbe 
Dead Sea and Al Himmeh 
mineral springs. The dele- 
gation will today meet 
Dureid Mahasneh, director 


general of the Jordan 
Valley Authority to discuss 
arrangements and facilities 
that the authority can offer 
in order to attract investors 
for projects in the Dead 
Sea and the Jordan Valley. 

The consortium plans to 
set up spas not only in the 


Dead Sea and Al Himmeh 
but also in al Al Ghardaqah 
in Egypt, Qatar and Dubai. 

The spas to be set up at 
these locations will depend 
on the salt and mud 
-extracted from the Dead 
Sea for their therapeutical 
services. 
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2.100 1.620 
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SHAKES 
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VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE PRICE 
JD / 


341235 235.50 229.00 6.50- 

6214 1.65 1.65 

285 ' 1.16 1.14 .02- 

2709 1.59 “ 1.57 .02- 

34462 3. IS 3.10 .OS- 
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INDEX: 111.23 ZCHQ: -0.06 



4.000 

1.840 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
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ARAB ALUM.IWD. 

13.3 

13.09 


.570 

.400 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

13.0 

0.00 

s 

3.720 

1.880 

GENERAL INVESTMENT 

16.7 

2.72 

♦ 

.830 

.420 

RATIONAL STEEL XHD. 

9 

0.00 

.♦ 

.590 

.370 

XHTERHED . PSTfcO . CHEH . 

9 

0.00 

s 

2.300 

.760 

NATL. CABLE WXKK-KFAC 

36.1 

0.00 


, .730 

.440 

JOS. SOLFSD-CSEH 

8.1 

0.00 


1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHAKK.CBSM. 

14.2 

4. 65 


.740 

.390 

KAWTKSR INVEST. 

9 

o.oo 


1.020 

.500 
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9 

o.oo 


1.600 

1.200 

HAIL. CHLOETHE 

8.6 

8.13 


1.080 

.690 

JOB. EEH CABLE CO. 

9.7 

14.49 


1.610 

1.150 

EL —SAX READY HEAR 

40.8 

0.00 

s 

1.310 

.970 

ZRTL. TOBACCO 

6.9 

5.95 

s 

1.220 

.860 

nxi oe ca. a v*o. 

9.6 

0.00 


.890 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.4 

8.33 


.670 

.550 

KXD.EAST COMPLEX 

10.1 

0.00 


IH D US1RIA L SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


H 1.050 
.500 

4 .620 
.270 

♦ .600 

♦ .580 

5 '1.230 

.690 

1.750 

.730 

♦ .350 
.340 

H .950 
.500 
.700 
.760 
H 1.310 
H 1.000 


IN D E X: 89.11 ZC 


XBDBXk 184.52 XC 
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PRICE LIST TOR 
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1S0242 
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5061 

20 

1962 
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2708 
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2188 

1968 

3060 

690 

5800 

721 

479 

7014 

2240 


17/08/1998 


.880 

EXPORT 6 PXR.BHK.75Z 

16.8 

0.00 

2 

2750 

1790 

.90 

.91 

.01+ 

.340 

JOB. TRADE FAC. 

9 

0.00 

1 

1950 

839 

.43 

.43 

— 

.260 

ARAB TIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

38 

163778 

40995 

.26 

.25 

.01- 

.100 
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9 

0.00 

1 

3100 
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.11 

.11 

— 

.330 
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9 

0.00 

5 
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.33 
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.02- 

.320 
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9 
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31 
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14095 

.32 

.30 

.02- 

.840 


9.2 

0-00 

1 
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.90 

.85 

.05- 

.580 
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K 
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5 
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.60 

.01- 

.970 
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2 
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1.62 

— 

.570 
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B 

0.00 

1 
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.58 

.58 

— 

.220 
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9 

0.00 

10 
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.22 

.21 

.01- 

.210 
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9 

0.00 

2 
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46 
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.23 

.01- 

.550 
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9 

0.00 

1 
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.56 

.01- 

.320 
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B 

0.00 

2 
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.43 

.41 

.02- 

.430 
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9 

0.00 

3 

3200 
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.51 

.51 

— 

.580 
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32.7 

0.00 

23 

22766 

15026 

.66 

.66 

— 

.810 

NUTRXDAR 

P 

0.00 

1 
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.87 

.86 

.01- 

.690 
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2 
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.70 

.70 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. TfVurtcw t/,<- 


& CCYMVO// . 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Rea! Estate 




Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



r < K'ttx I 

mmzm 


afii^too ways to use what 

&sfcty 19/ Tbe work 
* ' ^od^^^ f jw^to'finish everything 
done, hot i-dne 
pon’ t take new 
,JS ~* handled accurately 

You have a 
i&djpule; is that it’ll get 

you have a 

- jmff savour.' it Sometimes 
can -t afford. to do 

Quartz 



5684311“ 
5699634 EXT 42 


5684311 - 
5699634 EXT. 42 


MIFtAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

Tk: 03/201434041 
Fax: 03/2014339 


*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® jo.com. jo 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank.- 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: B22891 


Visit Us At 

www.viparab.com/vJpgnt 
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JL’oUmer Restaurant 


Abdoun 5929564 


'USE IN THIS 

STJON CALL 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



Real Estate 

S WE 1 F 1 YE H 
A. Hajarat Complex 
m 5864230 -58651 67 
Mobae : 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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European Athletics Championships 


Masterkova and Kipketer add world class 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — The 
European Athletics Championships, 
which start here on Tuesday, may be 
missing the dominant forces in 
world athletics namely the Africans 
and the Americans but in Russia's 
Svetlana Masterkova and Wilson 
Kipketer of Denmark they possess 
two of the finest athletes of the 9Q’s. 

Masterkova and Kipketer. who are 
world record holders in the mile and 
800 metres respectively, should 
more than make up for the evident 
lack of quality in other events such 
as the men’s distance races and the 
men's 100 metres, which will boast 
a new winner for the first time since 
19S6 owine to Linford Christie's 


with the chance of the cleansweep 
next year in the world’s and also to 
erase the frustrating memories of 
last year." she added. 

However. Masterkova who is 
married to former professional 
cyclist Assiat Saitov. will face a real 
battle as she comes up against world 
champion Carla Sacramento of 
Portugal and the diminutive 
Romanian. Gabriela Szabo. who 
handed the Russian her only defeat 
of the season in Monaco 10 days 


retirement. 

Masterkova. who burst onto the 
scene at the relatively advanced age 
of 2S to take Olympic gold in both 
the S00 and 1500 metres in Atlanta, 
is competing in her first Europeans 
and while other athletes like pole 
vaulting legend Sergei Bubka have 
decided to give it a miss she wants 
to make up for the disappointment 
of last year’s world championships 
in Athens. 

“1 was carrying an injury and 
despite hoping I would be able to 
run it off it just got worse and by the 
1500 semi-final I realised it was not 
going to be my title." the 30-vear- 
old said. 

"Thus these championships are 
very important to me as it gives me 
a chance to add a European title to 
my Olympic and Goodwill one's 


ago. 

Masterkova, though. firmly 
scotched any ideas that she might 
have peaked too early when she 
avenged that defeat in Zurich last 
Wednesday and then set aside any 
Thoughts her rivals might have had 
about replacing her at the top of the 
tree. 

"I just wanted to show who was 
boss," she said. 

Kipketer. the Kenyan-bom natu- 
ralised Dane, faces a different type 
of challenge in that it is not so much 
the opposition he has got to beat, 
which with the withdrawal of 
Norway's 1996 Olympic champion 
Vebjom RodaJ leaves it looking less 
than competitive, but more if he has 
recovered strongly enough from the 
severe bout of malaria he picked up 
on a visit to Kenya earlier in the 
year. 

Kipketer. who is said to be 25 
although he was once credited as 
being bom in 1968, looked weak 
when he failed to respond to rising 


Kenyan youngster Japheth Kimutai 
in Zurich, going down to his first 
defeat since September 1995. 

M I almost expected that defeat 
because I am so far behind the oth- 
ers in my training on account of my 
illness," he said. 

However, it is hard to imagine that 
even a well below par Kipketer. 
who showed his class by turning up 
almost on a whim and broke the 
world indoor 800 metres record in 
March 1997 despite not having 
trained for the event, will lose out 
on a first European crown. 

While Kipketer and Masterkova 
attempt to win their first European 
titles German veteran Heike 
Drechsler will become only the 
third athlete to win four individual 
European titles in the same event if 
she takes the women’s long jump. 

The 33-year-old former East 
German star, who made her first 
legally wind assisted jump of over 7 
metre's in three years in Zurich 
behind Marion Jones, should enjoy 
a classic duel with Italy’s English- 
bom 1995 world champion Fiona 
May. although Drechsler sounded 
almost as confident as Masterkova 
did after the Grand Prix meeting. 

“I've come through two terrible 
years of injuries and had operations 
on both my achilles tendons and 
now I feel my confidence flooding 
back, Mnd that's what a lot of our 
event is about ... confidence." the 
three time holder of the long jump 
world record said. 


The other event that should be of 
the highest standard will be the 
■ men’s 400 metres, which could 
bring a Great Britain 1-2-3 and also 
see Drechsler’s former East German 
teammate Thomas Schonlebe's 11- 
y ear-old European record consigned 
to history. 

The man deemed most likely to 
lake the title and the record is 26- 
year-old Mark Richardson, who 
beat double Olympic champion and 
world 400 metres titleholder 
Michael Johnson in Oslo earlier on 
the season. 

Richardson, who won a world 
4x400 relay gold in Tokyo in 1991 
where he was a reserve, has twice 
run 44.37 seconds this season just 
four hundreths of a second off 
Schonlebe's record and with com- 
patriots Iwan Thomas and the 
unpredictable Solomon Wariso. 
who claimed the last ticket ahead of 
British 400 metres icon Roger 
Black, chasing him all the way this 
looks like being a cracker of a race. 

The absence of Bubka and several 
other leading European lights illus- 
trates how the Europeans have lost a 
lot of their prestige over the past 
decade but just one outstanding per- 
formance from any of the above 
over the coming week will go a long 
way towards restoring their rather 
grey image to a golden hue of eras 
past. 


Davenport 
beats 
Hingis 
to extend 
win streak 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (AFP) — 
Second-ranked Lindsay 
Davenport beat world num- 
ber one Martina Hingis 4-6, 
6-4, 6-3, here Sunday to win 
her 12th consecutive match 
and third WTA tournament 
in a row. 

Davenport won $80,000 
und pulled within 444 
points of the Swiss teen sen- 
sation in the computer rank- 
ings by taking a third tour- 
nament in os many weeks in 
her home state after wins in 
Stanford and San Diego. 

*'I wish I knew (how) 
because 1 would always do 
that," Davenport said. “[ 
was excited to get on the 
hardcoufrs and in 
California. I was trying to 
gei ready for this." 

" Her main goal is the U.S. 
Open, which begins in two 
weeks in New York. Hingis 
is the defending champion 
there and still the woman to 
beal. allhough Davenport. 
22. has proven she can beat 
Hingis, even at her best. 

“I was playing well." 
Hingis said. “Lindsay jusi 
played great the past three 
tournaments. She needs to 
take a break now and let 
somebody else win some 
tournaments. But it's not 
over. The U.S. Open is still 
coming up.” 

Hingis had a break point 
in the' final sei to equalise, 
but Davenport saved it and 
held to take a 5-3 lead, then 



Lindsay Davenport, of Newport Beach, Calif, hold up her trophy after winning over 
Martina Hingis of Switzerland in the finals at the Acura Classic in Manhattan Beach, 
Calif. Davenport won the match 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 ( AP Photo) 


broke back to win on her 
second match point for her 
1 7th career singles crown. 

The final point was a long 
rally, punctuated by a favor- 
able net cord for Hingis and 
a lob save by Hingis on a 
Davenport forehand. But 
Davenport worked to the 
net again and hil a backhand 
winner. 

Hincis. 17, has held the 


World No. I ranking since 
March 31 of last year but 
has watched her lead dw in- 
die over Davenport in the 
hardcourt season. 

Hingis, the Australian 
Open champion, was denied 
her fifth title of the y ear and 
!9th of her career. She had 
not reached a final since 
winning the Italian Open in 
eariv Mav. 


Davenport rose to 5-6 for 
her career against Hingis. 2- 
1 on the year. Davenport 
handed Hingis her second 
loss ol the year with a victo- 
ry in the final of ihe Pan 
Pacific Open in Tokyo in 
February. 

Hingis came back one 
month later to del eat 
Davenport in the E\ert Cup 
final. 


South Africa’s De Swardt takes 1st WTA title 


BOSTON (AFP) — South Africa's Mariaan de 3-6. 7-6 1 7/4 7-5. 


Swardt won her first WTA Tour title here Sunday, 
beating Austria’s Barbara Schett 3-6. 7-6 17/4>. 7-5 to 
capture the SI 64.000- Boston Cup. 

Dc Swardt. 27. won her ninth career development 
lour singles title in Utah two weeks ago and took the 
S27 .000-lop prize here by topping the seventh seed 


She earlier ousted second- seed Anke Huber of 
Germany and fourth-seeded American Lisa 
Raymond, showing no signs of the right rotator cuff 
tendinitis that bothered her the past two years. 


Vialli 

before 

Turin 

judge 


TURIN (AFP) — 
Chelsea's player-coach 
Gianluca Vialli arrived at a 
state prosecutor's office 
here on Monday to be 
interviewed about claims 
of drugs use irr Italian soc- 
cer. 

AS Roma coach Zdenek 
Zcman had claimed that 
Italiun clubs were in danger 
of turning football into the 
Tour de France, and 
expressed his amuzemenl 
at the muscles on former 
Juventus idol Vialli and 
Alessandro Del Piero. 

Vialli made no comment 
on arrival for his session 
with stare prosecutor 
Rnffaclc Guarinieiin. who 
had interviewed Del Piero 
here on Friday. 

Under Italian law. Vialli 
is appearing as “someone 
informed of the facts.” 

Meanwhile, in a separate 
enquiry underway in 
Bologna, the Italian nation- 
al team doctor Paolo 
Zcppilli was being inter- 
viewed by stale prosecutin' 
Giovanni Spinosu. 

Spinosa. who summoned 
Parma's international stars 
Dino Baggio and Enrico 
Chtcsa there on Friday, is 
leading an enquiry into the 
illicit distribution of Ihe 
banned drug EPO. 

His enquiry has focussed 
on a Bologna pharmacy 
whose founder is alleged to 
have been an adviser to the 
national squad ,u the 
European championships 
in Encinnd in 



Real Betis Balompie's Brazilian plavmaker Denilson (foreground) goes airborne 
alter being tackled by Dani of Huelva during a pre-season friendly soccer match 
in Huelva, southern Spain. Huelva won the match 1-0 (AP Photo) 



Anna Kournikova 


Kournikova to make Japan 
debut at Princess Cup 


TOKM) (AFP) - Russian menage sensation Anna Kournikova will make her 
long -delayed Japan debut when she lakes pari in the $450,000 Princess Cup ten- 
nis tournament September 22-27 here. 

The 1 7-year-old Russian, who caused a sensation by reaching the semi-finals 
at \\ imhkdon last season, failed to make a Japan debut at the Tokyo hard court 
tournament here last year because her mother could not aet a visa 

Knurnikovu reached her first final at Key Biseayne in March.’bui has been 
Mdelmed smee she sirumed her right thumb in a fall during a victory over Steffi 
viral ol Germany at Eastbourne in June. 

She is expected to luce lough opposition from French Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez V.car.o of Spain, former World No. Is Graf and Yugoslav-born 
American Monica Seles. 

Otlu;r pniiiiiiiLMil player. Inelude Amanda Coeuer of Somh Africa and Anke 

Huber ol Germany, while Ai Supvama of Japan. Tamarine Tanasugarn 

Thailand. U bang of China. Wan" Shi-rin" of t,;,.,-- , ,, , _ ° . . 

. . . . . . T r . l,n - ot *4»wan and Yavuk Basuki 

Indonesia lead Asian favourites. 
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Jordanian team leaves for Arab 
Table Tennis Championship 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Kingdom’s nation- 
al table tennis teams leave Tuesday 
to take part in the 16th Arab Table 
Tennis Championship which will be 
held in Morocco August 20-3 1 . 

Eight players will compete in the 
15-nation competition grouping 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, 
Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, 
Egypt, Sudan, Lebanon, Yemen. 
Syria in addition to Jordan. 

Jordan men's team consists of the 
Kingdom’s over-25 champion 
Mustafa Rida, second placed Wael 
Sawalha, Under-21 champ Ayman 
. Maknay, and Sbawqj Dia who was 
ranked 30th among 191 countries in 
the recently-concluded first World 
Youth Games in Moscow. 

The women's team consists of 
over-25 champion Tania Najjar, 
Under-25 champ Alia Tufaha, Under- 
21 champ Hanadi Tufaha and the 
youngest player on the team, Zin a 


Sha'ban, who is only ten years old 
and already is the Kingdom's Under- 
14 champion. 

•On the event of the team's depar- 
ture, head of the delegation and 
President of the Jordan Table Tennis 
Federation (JTTF) Dr. Ismal A1 
Kurdi expressed his delight at 
Jordan's participation. 

“J know that we have a better 
chance with the women's team," 
Kurdi told the Jordan Times. “But we 
also hope the men’s team will do 
weU,” he added, 

“Our aim is to get an advanced 
position in the women's event — 
hopefully second place," he said. 

Women’s team coach Ayman A1 
Kurdi expressed his satisfaction with 
the team’s performance during the 
training camp which preceded the 
championship. 

“I am satisfied with their perfor- 
mance and we are aiming at an 
advanced position," Kurdi told the 
Jordan Times. 

Men’s coach Li Chao said that the 
players were ready for the competi- 


tion. 

"They have experience and good 
training and what they need is to con- 
centrate and win,” Chao told the 
Jordan Times. 

Meanwhile, 10-year-old player 
Zina Sha'ban said that she is proud to 
be the youngest player in the team. 

*‘Yes I am happy to be the spoiled 
one but I will do my best to get a 
medal or two," Sha’ban told" the 
Jordan Tunes. 

Shawqi Dia, Jordan's top player at 
last month’s World Youth Games 
said he was ready for tough competi- 
tion. 

“I have the experience and the con- 
fidence to play against other players 
especially after the Moscow Games." 
Dia said. 

Dr. Kurdi added that this event will 
reflect on our participation in the 
next Pan-Arab Games here in 
Amman . 

“This will be a good opportunity 
for us to improve and get the experi- 
ence we need to host the games in 
Amman," he said. 


Owen fires Liverpool to opening win 


SOUTHAMPTON (AFP) 
— England’s World Cup 
hero Michael Owen scored 
one goal and set up another 
to fire Liverpool to a 2-1 
win over Southampton in 
their English Premiership 
opener on Sunday. 

The 18-year-old goal sen- 
sation struck from close 
range after 73 minutes to 
give Liverpool's managerial 
double act, Roy Evans and 
French . import Gerard 
HouUier, a winning start to 
the new season. 

Liverpool captain Paul 
Ince flicked oh a Steve 
Staunton; throw-in and 
Southampton keeper Paul 
Jones could only, push the 
bailout', f as die 

EngjaiwC^ _ who 

crashed?, the ball into the 
back of the net from 10 
yards.' 

Southampton had taken 
the lead-with a 36th-minute 
goal from Norwegian Egil 
Ostenstad but Liverpool hit 
hack 90 seconds later when 
Owen delivered a perfect 
cross for veteran German 
striker Karlheinz Riedle to 
head home. 

Evans, who revealed that 
long-term injury victim 
Robbie Fowler was close to 
resuming light training 
again, had nothing but 
praise for Owen. 

“He's always going to get 
chances to score but it’s 
about the team, he’ll tell 
you that himself." he said. 

“He’s an exceptional 
young lad and the first goal 
was down to him and other 
players getting the ball for- 
ward. 

“His. confidence should 
get better and better but he 
remains very focused and 
his family will keep him on 



Closely marked by the Southampton defence, Liverpool's Michael Owen, 2nd right, 
finds a way through to score for his team daring the Premier League match at The 
Dell, Southampton, southern England. Liverpool won 2-1 (AP Photo) 


the straight and narrow.” 
Fellow boss Gerard 
HouUier was equally 
impressed with Owen. 

He said; “The first time I 
saw him in training he 
looked fragile — but he’s 
not at all. He's aggressive 
and he’s got the guts of a 
top-level footballer.'’ 

But the Frenchman, who 
arrived at the Anfield club 
in the summer, said that 
Owen was not the only 
Liverpool player capable of 
scoring goals. 

He added: “You can’t 
^ compare him to anyone else 
but die game is not focused 
just on him. We scored 13 
goals in our pre-season 
friendlies and he got only 


one of them." 

The Merseyside giants 
made an explosive start to 
the game, which took place 
24 hours after the opening 
fixtures of the season on 
Saturday. 

They forced Saints’ high- 
ly-rated goalkeeper Jones 
into two spectacular saves 
in the opening four minutes. 

The first chance came 
after just 20 seconds when 
fnce struck a powerful shot 
from 25 yards that Jones did 
well to turn away for a cor- 
ner diving high to his right. 

Two minutes Jarer Owen 
went close with a fierce 
angled shot from inside the 
area that Jones blocked with 
an excellent save low to his 


left. 

But Southampton sur- 
vived the early onslaught to 
take the lead nine minutes 
before the break. 

Former Blackburn winger 
Stuart Ripley, one of seven 
summer signings by Saints 
boss David Jones, was the 
provider, delivering a 
deflected cross for 
Ostenstad to head wide of 
American] keeper Brad 
Friedel. 

Liverpool’s immediate 
response saw Owen receive 
the ball wide out on the left 
and he supplied a pin-point 
cross for Riedle to launch 
himself and head home. 


IOC 

doping 

czar 

attacks 

Samaranch 


PARIS (AFP) — The' 
International Olympic 
Committee's (J OC) top 

drug fighter has strongly 
criticised IOC president 
Juan Antonio Samaranch’s 
call to reduce the list of 
banned substances. 

“7 am appalled," said 
Prince Alexandre ' de 
Merode, head of the IOC 
medical commission, on 
Monday. “I don't under- 
stand.” 

De Merode’s attack 
comes after Samaranch 
recently called for the list 
to be reduced and said that 
he saw no harm in athletics 
taking drugs as long they 
were nor a" threat to their 
health. 

The IOC president also 
insisted the list of banned 
drugs in sports to be 
defined once and for all. 

“The list of banned prod- 
ucts is enormous. It is 
almost a book,” said 
Samaranch. a former 
Spanish ambassador. 

“An exact definition will 
help us decide what is 
banned and what is not as 
far as certain medecines 
already on the list are con- 
cerned," he added. 

De Merode. in an inter- 
view in the Figaro newspa- 
per, claimed that 
Samaranch's easing of the 
traditional hard-line stance 
taken by the IOC on drugs 
had been brought about by 
certain Spanish doctors. 

“President Samaranch 
has always been against 
doping and he has always 
supported the action taken 
by the medical commis- 
sion... I know where these 
ideas come from. 

“Doctors who have for- 
gotten their professional 
ethics,” said de Merode. 

“We must not forget that 
doping has been going on 
in Spanish sport for a very 
long time. A president of 
the athletics federation has 
even been sacked because 
he refused to pick athletes 
who did not take drugs. 

“And why did all the 
Spanish teams pull out of 
the Tour de France? Did 
they not do it because they 
did not want to be tested?" 

“Let me say that people 
who want to reduce the list 
of banned drugs are those 
who want doping to contin- 
ue.’’ said the prince. 

De Merode is expected to 
step up his fight to catch 
the drug cheats at a special 
IOC executive committee 
meeting in Lusanne on 
Thursday. 

The meeting was hastily 
called following 

Samaranch's remarks. 



Patrick Rafter, from Australia, reacts after defeating Pete Sampras to win the ATP 
Championship in Mason, Ohio. Rafter won 1-6, 7-6 (7-2), 6-4 (AP Photo) 

Rafter wins 2nd title in a row to 
deny Sampras top spot 


MASON. Ohio (AFP) — 
Patrick Rafter kept Pete 
Sampras from returning to 
the World No. 1 ranking 
Sunday, outlasting the 
American 1-6, 7-6 (7/2). 6-4 
to win the 2.45 million ATP 
Championship. 

Rafter, third in the world 
and building for a defense of 
his U.S. Open title, broke 
the tiring Sampras with a 
stinging passing return to go 
up 5-4 in the final set, then 
served out his second victo- 
ry in two weeks. 

The match ended on a 
controversial ace ruled in 
favour of the Australian. 
Sampras fans booed 
Swedish chair unmpire Lars 
Graff as he left the court. 

Rafter, who claimed the 
crown at the Canadian Open 
last Sunday, has won more 
than $700,000 in two weeks 
of work. 

Rafter, clearly dismayed 
by his lack of form while 
trailing 5-1 in the first set. 
light-heartedly banded his 
racket to a bailboy and told 


him to have a go on the next 
point, but then took the 
weapon back and returned 
to the fray. 

Sampras captured the first 
set after 27 minutes when 
Rafter put a listless return 
short into the net. 

The second set stayed on 
serve, with Rafter earning 
his second break point of the 
match against the American 
with a return at the feet of 
Sampras. The top seed 
solved that problem with an 
ace and held for 3-3. 

Rafter double-faulted on a 
game point in the ninth, but 
brought the crowd to its feet 
as he won a duel of drop 
shots against Sampras. 

The popular Aussie mis- 
cued on another double and 
saved it with an ace which 


Sampras found hard to 
believe. A Rafter backhand 
winner and an unforced 
error from Sampras left the 
Queenslander in command 
5-4. 

Leading 6-5, Rafter 
dumped a backhand into the 
net on a set point, then saved 
a Sampras point to level 
with a return winner. 

One more untouchable 
return from the 25-year-old 
Rafter gave him a second 
chance to level the sets; 
Sampras again came up with 
a big serve to neutralise and 
then hold for a tiebreaker. 

Ratfer stayed focused in 
the decider, moving out to 
four set points and needing 
only one as Sampras sailed a 
return long after one hour 
and 34 minutes. 


Petrescu poised 
for Ajax move 

5NDON (AFP) — Chelsea's World Cup defender Dan 
trescu looks to be on his way to Dutch giants Ajax in a 
5 million-pounds deal. 

Petrescu was understood to be keen to stay at Chelsea 
tien he returned from World Cup duty with Romania in 
ance, but the Stamford Bridge club are prepared to let 
mgo. 

3helsea player-boss Gianluca Vialli has told the versatile 
'-year-old, who scored against England in the group 
iges of France 98, that he was not guaranteed a place in 
s starting XI following the signing of Spanish full-back 
bert Ferrer and the return to fitness of Gustavo Poyet. 
rhe club’s managing director Colin Hutchinson said here 
i Monday: “We became aware last week that Ajax were 
teres ted in him and he expressed the view that if ihe deal 
uld be progressed, then he would like to go there. 

‘We will not stand in his way but Ajax have not yet made 
formal bid to us and have not yet come to the negotiating 
5le” 

Petrescu has made almost 100 appearances for Chelsea 
ice moving from Sheffield Wednesday. He was a first- 
un regular last season. But he did not figure in the 18- 
an squad which travelled to Coventry for Chelsea’s open- 
l day fixture. 

know looks as if he will become the fourth first- team 
uad member to leave Stamford Bridge since the end of 
»t season, with Mark Hughes. Frank Sinclair and Danny 
ttnville already having moved on. 

Petrescu, who has returned to Bucharest for a break, said: 
am very sad. Chelsea want to sell me. Vialli Said I will 
t be playing in the first XI this year. If I can find a new 
lb to go to. I will leave.” 


Gregg ranks Cantona 
United’s No. 1 


MANCHESTER ( AFP) — 
Munich survivor Harry 
Gregg hopes to meet the 
man he regards as the most 
influential player in 
Manchester United’s recent 
history at Tuesday's 
Munich testimonial match. 

It is not George Best, 
Denis Law or Bobby 
Charlton. According to 
Gregg, goalkeeper in the ill- 
fated Busby Babes team, 
pride of place in United’s 
hall of fame over the past 
40 years goes to Eric 
Cantona. 

Gregg insists that no other 
player since the late Fifties 
has shaped the club's des- 
tiny quite as Cantona did. 

The enigmatic 

Frenchman, who stunned 
the club’s supporters when 
he retired in May 1997. will 
make one final appearance 
in a United shin in the 
match in front of a packed 
Old Trafford. 

The game is to benefii the 
survivors and the families 
of the victims of the 1958 
Munich air crash, but most 
of the anention will go to 
Cantona on his return. 

Former Northern Ireland 


goalkeeper Gregg, who 
walked away from the air 
crash which took the lives 
of eight of his team-mates, 
is not resentful. 

“I’m looking forward to 
seeing someone I hold in 
great admiration and that is 
Erie Cantona,” he said “If I 
don’t ger to speak to him 
then at least I will see him 
again.” 


DOMESTIC 
HELPER MISSING 



R. Regal, has been missing 
from the house of his employ- 
er since May 20th 1098. Any 
person who knows his where- 
abouts is kindly requested to 
call Zahran Police Station . A 
reward will be offered to indi- 
viduals who help In 
findlng/arresting him. Any per- 
son/s aiding and/or abetting 
him will be pursued to the full 
extent of the LAW . 


ROOF FOR RENT 

in Um Utheina area, behind Shmeisani gas station, 
opposite to the Bulgarian embassy. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, a dining room, a sitting room, a kitchen 
and 2 bathrooms. 

For the concerned only, call at Tel.: 4623634 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


TOO MANY HIGH CARDS 
Neither vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
*85 
SAQ76 
0AQ54 
* A J3 

WEST EAST 

• J 109 74 2 *K63 

S?J85 PK92 

03 087 

4965 +KQ 1084 

SOUTH 
*AQ 
V104S 
OR J10962 
*72 



NORTH 

EAST 

1«? 

Pass 

3+ 

DU 

4* 

Paw 

4NT 

Pan 

Pan 

Pan 


PiM 3* 
Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of * 

Dear Tann&h: 

I was invited to play in the Poli- 
tilcen World Purs in Cop e n h a g en 
with World Bridge Federation Pres- 
ident Jose DamianL We finished 
creditably — in the top half of the 

leld. 


On this deal I wan the 
to end in throe no trump. Si* dia- 
mond tricks and three outside aces 
made life simple, although 1 could 
not afford a finesse for an overtrick 
after a dub was led. 

The young Norwegian star Geir 
Helgemo reached five diamonds on 
the a action shown, which he 
assures me was natural! He was 
the only declarer to make II tricks, 
thanks in part to East's double 
which marked the location of the 
high cards. 

Declarer won the spade lead as 
cheaply as possible, cleared the 
remaining spade, then dyew two 
rounds of trumps, ending on the 
table. New a low dub was led. East 
did not have the Fortitude to play 
lew. Instead, the defender instated 
the ten and continued with the king 
of dubs. Declarer won with the aee, 
then led the jack of dubs, discard- 
ing a heart from hand to leave East 
on lead. 

The defender had a choire of los- 
ing options. A black suit would 
allow declarer to ruff in dummy 
while discarding another heart 
from hand, while a heart would be 
into dummy's major tensce. Pretty! 

As ever. 


FOR RENT 


II VILLA (ABDOtW) : 4 BEDS + 4 BATHS + SWIMMING POOL 
UN-FURNISHED 

2) FLAT (SHMEISANI) : 3 BEDS+ 3 BATHS + LARGE 

TERRACES iFURNISHED) 

3) FLAT (SWEtFEEHl : 3 BEDS 4 3 BATHS (FURNISHED) 

4) GROUND FLOOR (HUM UTHEINA H) : 3 BEDS + 3 BATHS 


BYBLOS REAL ESTATE : 5858290 /.MOBILE : 079-37946 


Electrical Engineer Required 


MEDA Consulting Engineers has the vacancy 
for a Senior Electrical Design EngineeV. 
Candidates shouid have minimum of (9-11) 
years of design experience in large projects 
related to hospitals and hotels. AutoCAD is a 
plus. 

Applications and CVs are to be 
faxed to (5167368), 

(No phone calls please) 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A joint venture requires a FINANCIAL 
MANAGER, professional, committed to 
quality and is a team player. 

» Minimum three years experience or CPA 
* Fluent in Arabic and English ( Written and 
spoken) 

► Computer Literate 

Send C.V. with cover letter to: 

The Human Resources Manager . 
P.OJBox 23113 Amman 11118, Jordan 
Or send by Fax to: 5624654 
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Palestinian security 


forces lift Jericho 


curfew after jail break 


JERICHO (R) — 

Palestinian security forces 
on Monday lifted a curfew 
they had clamped on 
Jericho, saying a top mili- 
tant who escaped from a 
local jail had already fled 
the self-ruled town in the 
West Bank. 

Jibril Al Rajoub. head of 
the Palestinian Authority's 
Preventive Security 

Service in the West Bank, 
said an investigation had 
shown that the fugitive. 
Imad Awadallah. was no 
longer in Jericho. 

Awadallah escaped on 
Saturday, four months after 
Palestinian forces detained 
him on accusations that he 
killed Hamas master 
bombmaker Muhyideen A I 
Sharif on March 29 in an 
internal power struggle in 
the group’s underground 
military wing. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials had imposed a curfew 
on Jericho on Sunday, 
ordering shopkeepers to 
close until further notice. 

“An investigation com- 
mittee was formed. It 
ended its work today and 
presented a report, it was 
apparent that there was 
negligence from the officer 
on duty and he is responsi- 


ble for Imad Awadallah ’s 
escape.” Rajoub told 
reporters. 

“This officer will be 
tried. Imad took advantage 
of the facilities available to 
him. He was treated like a 
normal prisoner and his 
escape was made possible 
by the negligence of the 
person in charge of prison- 
ers who have yet to be 
tried.” Rajoub said 
Awadallah bad not 
received any help in his 
escape and urged the mili- 
tant to tum himself in. 

The Palestinian security 
chief said officers were 
questioning three drivers 
believed to have taken 
Awadallah out of Jericho. 

“According to informa- 
tion we have, he escaped 
alone and did not receive 
any outside help... [The dri- 
vers] did not know the per- 
son [they transported] was 
Imad Awadallah because 
he lied and told them he 
wanted to leave Jericho to 
go and visit his sick 
father.” Rajoub said. 

“Sooner or later, Imad 
Awadallah will be arrested 
and he will be presented to 
the Palestinian justice sys- 
tem." he added, without 
disclosing where the fugi- 


tive had been dropped off. 

Hamas. which has 
accused Israel and the 
Palestinian National 
Authority of killing Sharif, 
has said it holds the 
Authority responsible for 
Awadallah *s welfare. 

Hamas has killed dozens 
of Israelis in attacks to 
undermine Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat's 
peace deals with Israel. 

Sharif. who topped 
Israel’s most-wanted list 
on suspicion he master- 
minded a string of deadly 
suicide bombings, was 
found dead beside a car 
that blew up in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah. 

Palestinian officials have 
charged that Awadallah 
shot Sharif before another 
Hamas member, Ghassan 
Al Adassi, allegedly 
booby-trapped the car 
where Sharif’s body was 
planted. 

Adassi was one of sever- 
al Hamas members arrest- 
ed in a Palestinian crack- 
down following Sharif's 
death. 

Neither of the men has 
been formally charged and 
the Authority has yet to 
make public details of a 
probe into Sharif's death. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi King Fahd still hospitalised 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz presided over the weekly ministerial council 
Monday as King Fahd continued his recovery in hospi- 
tal. the official SPA news agency said. Abdullah opened 
the meeting by reiterating the success of Wednesday's 
operation to remove King Fahd's call bladder. He 
“prayed to God lo keep the king in excellent health and 
to give him a long life" SPA said. Prince Abdullah is 
effectively running the kingdom's affairs because of the 
king's declining health. The king was admitted to hospi- 
tal on August 2 for the third time in three years. His gall 
bladder was removed on Wednesday in what was the 
second operation in 10 days after he had puss removed 
from his abdomen. 


Tunisian president visits Qadhafi 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Tunisian President Zine Al Abidine 
Ben Ali paid a visit Monday to Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi who is still recuperating from a hip operation in 
July. The Tunisian leader travelled to Libya by road, as 
the country' has been under a U.N. air embargo since 
1992 for refusing to extradite to Britain or the United 
States two suspects in the I9SS bombing of a U.S. plane 
over Lockerbie. Scotland. The Tunisian foreign ministry 
said Ben Ali’s trip, at Qadhafi ‘s invitation, was a work- 
ing visit but it did not say how long he would remain. 
Tunisian Prime Minister Homed Karui visited Tripoli for 
14 hours Tuesday for talks with Libyan* counterpart 
Mohammad Ahmed Al Mangush on bilateral coopera- 
tion. Tunis has been calling for the U.N. sanctions 
against Libya to be lifted, saying they hurl all North 
African countries. 


Former Syrian minister dies in prison 


AMMAN (AFP) — Former Syrian minister and political 
prisoner Mohammad Eid Ashawri. freed in 1993 after 25 
years in a Syrian jail, died Sunday, a former cellmate 
said Monday in Amman. Ashawri died of a heart attack, 
said Mjalli Nasrawin. a Jordanian political prisoner in 
Syria who shared a cell with the former minister for 10 
years before being freed in 1993. Ashawri. bom in 1930. 
taught law at Damascus University before becoming 
interior minister and later foreign minister. He went over 
to the opposition in 1969 and was arrested and impris- 
oned the following year. 


Turkish ex-president sued for copying art 


ANKARA (APt — A former coup leader and president who 
lias tried to avoid controversy in retirement by immersing 
himself in his painting, has found that even this simple pas- 
sion can get him into trouble. A photographer is suing former 
President Kenan Evren. an cx-general who led a military 
coup in 19S0. for plagiarising his work, daily Radikal news- 
paper reported Monday Fikrct Otyam claims Evren's paint- 
ing of an old man lighting a cigarette was copied from one of 
his photographs. Evren. SO. could face up to three years in 
prison and a 600 million Turkish lira (some S2.000) fine for 
violating copyright law s. Evren. living in southwestern resort 
town of Marmaris. was not available for comment Evren sold 
the painting forever one billion Turkish lira (some S3 .000) in 
1997. The proceeds went toward building a school. Radikal 
said. The former coup leader was elected president in 1983. 
following a three-year military rule. He has sold several paint- 
ings since he retired from politics in 1990. 


Viagra works in 85% of Saudi tests 


RIYADH (AFP) — The anti-impotence pill Viagra 
worked for 85 per cent of the 165 men w ho have taken it 
in Saudi Arabia as part of a clinical trial in Riyadh, a 
newspaper said Monday. A “certain number" of those 
who tried the pill experienced migraines and slight stom- 
ach ache, but none died or felt any serious side-effects, 
the King Faisal Specialist Hospital’s head of urology 
Kama! Hanash said. Saudi Arabia's mufti has approved 
the use of the drug provided it does not harm users and 
contains no intoxicating substances. Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Ben Baz. the highest religious authority in the kingdom, 
said Islamic law “does not object to use of the pill which 
helps sexual relations." 


Israel 

bombs 


Hizbollah 


stronghold 


SIDON (AFP i — The Israeli 
air force on Monday bom- 
barded a Hizbollah strong- 
hold in southern Lebanon 
after six attacks in 24 hours 
against the Israeli-occupied 
zone. Lebanese police said. 

The police did not say 
whether the air raid caused 
casualties or damage. 

Israeli fighter-bombers 
fired four missiles around the 
village of Oqmaia. in the 
Iqlim Al Tuffah heights, 15 
kilometres southeast of 
Sidon. the police said. 

An Israeli military- 
spokesman confirmed the 
attack, saying the planes had 
“hit terrorist sites’’ and 
returned to base unharmed. 

On Sunday night, a 
Lebanese Communist Party 
iLCPi fighter was killed anil 
another wounded in the 
group's first attack on the 
Israeli-occupied zone in south 
Lebanon since 1993. an 
organisation linked to the 
communists said Monday. 

A member of Israel's proxy 
South Lebanon Army (SLAi 
militia was aKo killed in 
Sunday's attack, said the 
Lebanese National 

Resistance Front Command 
( LNRFL a 1 982 joint creation 
or the LCP. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh croup and the 
Communist Action 

Organisation. 

The SLA also said that one 
of its men. along with an anti- 
Israeli guerrilla were killed 
and another guerrilla was 
captured. The 'security ser- 
vices said five other attacks 
Mondav caused no casualties. 



PALESTINIAN STUDENTS PROTEST: Three Israeli police officers restrain an unidentified Palestinian student 
during a march to the Al Ram checkpoint north of Jerusalem on Monday. The students were protesting against Israeli 
policy which does not issue permits for Gaza students to attend universities in the West Bank (AP photo) 


Palestinian police stop access 
to controversial Jewish holy site 


NABLUS (AFP) — 
Palestinian police clamped 
down Monday on Jewish set- 
tler visits to a controversial 
holy rite in this autonomous 
West Bank city, complaining 
Israel was violating rales on 
use of the area. 

Palestinian officials said the 
Israeli army had authorised 
Jewish settlers to remain 
around-the-clock at Joseph's 
tomb despite a previous under- 
standing that the worshippers 
must leave the site ar night 

The Palestinians said they 
feared the Jewish militants 
were trying to tum a religious 
seminary established at the 
tomb into a new settler enclave 
like the one which exists in the 
heart of the southern West 
Bank city of Hebron. 

Forty Israelis from two radi- 
cal Jewish settlements near 
Nablus have been holed up in 


the Joseph's tomb compound 
since last week, refusing to 
leave unless the Palestinian 
police permit free access to the 
area. The Israeli army has been 
providing the settlers with 
food. 

Some Jews believe the tomb 
is that of a Jewish patriarch. 
Joseph, but others doubt the 
authenticity of the site. The 
area has long been a flashpoint 
of Arab-lsraeU violence. 

Tensions in the area rose 
again last week following the 
slaying by suspected 
Palestinians of two residents of 
a nearby Jewish settlement 
who were also students at the 
Joseph's tomb seminary. 

In response to the slayings, 
the army authorised settlers to 
remain overnight at Joseph’s 
tomb for seven days, the tradi- 
tional Jewish mourning period. 

The army subsequently 


extended the permit for 30 
days, prompting Palestinian 
police to seal off the rite. 

“After difficult negotiations 
with the Israeli array, 40 of the 
settlers were allowed to stay 
overnight in the tomb for the 
seven-day mourning period on 
the condition that they left 
afterwards," a Palestinian offi- 
cial told AJ 3 ? 

“We were astonished today 
to find that the Israeli army had 
given them permission to stay 
longer. Therefore we took the 
decision to deny access to all 
Israelis until the settlers leave." 
the official said on condition of 


anonymity. 

The governor of Nablus, 
Mahmoud Al Alul. said the set- 
tlers were tweaking agreements 
on use of the tomh. 

“Wc therefore decided to pre- 
vent access to all Israelis until 
the settlers leave," he told AFP. 


The Oslo peace accords set 
out special rules for use of 
declared Jewish holy sites in 
areas tike Nablus which fell 
under full Palestinian control. 

The accords stipulate that the 
Palestinian side will “ensure 
free access to. respect the ways 
of worship in and not make any 
changes to.” the sites. 

Palestinians say the accords 
restrict Jewish activity to day- 
time prayer and study, but an 
Israeli army official denied this. 

‘The Oslo agreement says 
nothing about staying 
• overnight or not It says just 
that the status quo regarding 
religious traditions will be 
kept.” the official told AFP. 

He added that the army had 
no intention of extending the 
settlers* permit to remain 
overnight at Joseph’s tomb 
indefinitely. 


Syria: No peace 
or security if land 
remains occupied 


DAMASCUS i AFP) — Syria 
dismissed Monday comments 
by Israeli officials about a 
conditional withdrawal from 
the Go Lin Heights. warning 
that there would be do peace 
or security while Arab lands 
remain occupied 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai suggested 
Sunday that a withdrawal 
from tlie Golan should be 
linked to Syrian security guar- 
aniccs. raising questions about 
his government's stand on the 
issue. 

But official Synan newspa- 
per Al Baalh said Mordechai's 
comments “prove that Israel 
persists in its belief that it can 
have peace, security and land 
at the same lime." 

“Such a dream by Israeli 
leaders is unattainable and 


they must he aware that there 
will be no peace. security or 
stability while inir land is 
occupied." the paper said. 

Israel captured live strategic 
Golan Heights plateau from 
Syria in |9&7 and annexed it 
in 1981. 

Al Baath also criticised the 
“aggressive Zionist mentality 
that w ants both peace and land 
and ignores the legitimate 
rights of Arabs. 

“The w hole world is watch- 
ing with concern the positions 
of the Israeli government." it 
said, referring to reports in the 
5yrian press that U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of Stale 
for Near East Attain. Martin 
Indyk s;tid Washington was 
losing patience with die lack 
of progress in Middle East 
peace. 


Iraqi refugees arrive 
in Iran from S. Arabia 


TEHRAN (AP) — A group 
oflraqi refugees has arrived in 
Iran after spending tire lust six 
years in a camp in Saudi 
Arabia, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency reported 
Monday. 

The 55 Shiite Muslim 
Iraqis, who were part of 

33.000 refugees living in the 
Ralha camp in Saudi Arabia 
following the 199! Gulf war. 
arrived in Iran Sunday night 
to settle in Iran, the agency- 
said. 

They had sent several letters 
lo Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei ask- 
ing for permission to live as 
refugees in Iran, it said. 

An official at the U.N. High 
Commissioner lor Refugees 
(UNHCR) in the Saudi capi- 
tal Riyadh said Saudi Arabia 
paid for the refugees* flight. It 
gave 1JU0 riyals (S2G6) to 
children under two years and 

3.000 riyals ($800) to others 
to help them in their transi- 


tion. 

A total of 3.500 Iraqis are 
expected to live in the 
Jbraftirauhad refugee camp in 
the central city of Arak, Iran's 
news agency' reported. 

The refugees coming to Iran 
have relatives in the country 
and more will arrive in the 
next few days, sad Aziz 
Ahmad, acting representative 
ol the UNHCR in Riyadh. 

The 33.000 Iraqis held at 
Rafhucamp on the Saudi-lraq 
bonier were cither defectors 
from the Iraqi army or were 
taken prisoner by the U.S.-led 
coalition forces and refused to 
return to Iraq after the war. 

Most have resettled in the 
United States. Australia and 
some European countries. 
Ahmad said the Rafha camp 
remain open until the remain- 
ing 5,600 refugees find homes 
in other countries. 


Bumpkin’s misadventures a box-office smash in Egypt 


By Ryadh Abu Awad 

Agence France Frvsxe 


CAIRO — The comic misadven- 
tures of a young peasant who stum- 
bles into that inner sanctum of the 
Egyptian upper class, the American 
University in Cairo, arc smashing 
film box-office records here this 


summer. 

In little over two weeks since it 
was released, the film has earned 
some $550,000 as it plays m 25 
packed houses, according to the 
film distribution company Misr. 

That is a record here, where 
receipts for many films in their first 
weeks mav total no more than 
S20.000. 

Titled “A Saidi ai American 
University." the film builds on a 


long tradition of Cairo humour 
which pokes fon at "Saidis " the 
popular name for a bumpkin from 
Upper Egypt. 

It is directed by the young film 
maker Said Homed. 

The film tells the story of Khalaf. 
a brilliant student with a scholar- 
ship but whose manners are com- 
pletely at odds with the modem 
style of his classmates. 

The tale has made its star, 
Mohammad Hcncidi. 3ft, a rival for 
the title of most popular actor in 
Egypt and has created lines so long 
they block traffic wherever (he film 
plays. 

At one recent showing down- 
town. the house was so. full that 
spectators brought chairs from a 
nearbv cafeteria lo add to the seat- 


ing. One man in the uudience said 
he had bought a ticket for every 
evening's performance that week. 

The film draws crowds ranging 
from elderly and conservative 
patrons lo hip young students. The 
sometimes low technical quality of 
the camerawork has proved no 
obstacle lo a popularily which, ear- 
lier this summer, was achieved only 
by the mcga-produciion ’Titanic.” 

The key scene, in which Khalaf 
and other students bum an Israeli 
Hag oo campus, has audiences 
glued to (heir chairs. Unlike other 
Egyptian films, it nods to growing 
impatience here with the dead* 
locked Middle East pence process 
despite Egypt’s peace treaty with 
the Jewish state. 

And one tune from the film. 


which lightly mocks the American- 
hip style of Cairo's w ell-to-do. is on 
everyone s lips. The song's title. 
Casualony" is an Egyptian neolo- 
gism which means “J'm dressing 
casually" <r 

It accompanies a scene in which 
the hero enters a chic store to trade 
in his loud and old-fashioned \tv(e 
tor the laid-back tastes of American 
University. the symbol of modemi- 

*y- 

Heneidi scored an earlier acting 
success Iasi year wiffi "Ismailiva 
Raych Gaye” (Round trip "to 
Ismaihya), which earned 54.7 mil- 
lion. His new success puts him well 
on his way to rivalling Egypt’s ven- 
erable box office favourite Adel 
Imam 57, whose last film earned 
just a third of that amount. 


Great-grandmother 
passes driving test 


'British smokers 
should have their 
pay docked' 


LONDON (R) — Almost 
half of British workers who 
do not smoke believe (heir 
smoking colleagues do less 
work and should have their 
pay docked, pollsters Gallup 
said. A Gallup survey found 
45 per cent of non-smokos 
believed colleagues who 
smoked did less work, with 
almost the same proportion 
believing pay should be cut 
to cover smoking breaks. 


Swiss homosexual 
protest erupts with 
alarm clocks 


BERN (AFP) — A group of 
homosexuals Monday pre- 
sented around 60 alarm 
clocks to the Swiss justice 
ministry in a “wake-up” 
protest call at the legal snags 
they face. Around 70 people 
gathering in front of foe fed- 
eral palace here set off die 
pile of alarm clocks five min- 
utes before midday, homo- 
sexual - groups said 
Homosexuals say they face a 
legion of legal difficulties, 
such as eviction from (heir 
home when a partner dies 
and being denied medical 
benefits in the event of til- 


ness. 


Elderly woman has 
her fortune 
restored, thanks to 
Belgian motorist 


ANNECY (AFP) — An 
elderly woman who left a 
bag of jewels at the side of a 
French motorway had her 
fortune restored to her intact 
thanks to an honest Belgian 
motorist. He found the bag 
containing jewellery worth 
S 1 0.000 and nearly S 1 ,000 in 
cash near a lay-by rubbish 
bin when he stopped for 3 
break on the road from 
Geneva to Bourg-en-Btesse 
in eastern France. He con- 
tacted its owner, who lives in 
Nice, and made a detour to 
return it safe and sound to 
her grandson in Paris. 


Iranians tuning to 
new wave of 


‘revolutionary’ pop 


music 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranians 
are increasingly tuning in to 
the new wave of “revolution- 
ary" pop music, eombuiit? 
state-of-the-art production 
techniques. Western 

melodics, traditional Iranian 
elements and lyrics about 
divine love. On Tehran s 
bustling Enqetoh 

(Revolution) Avenue, man) 
young Iranians eagerly ask ® 
music shops when the latest 
album by KhashaiarEteflwdj 
will be available. “Sorry. 
out,” says Reza, a reert® 
store cleric 


Mysterious creature 
failed to be found 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
search by a learn of marc®* 
hunters failed to find afl' 
traces of a mysterious ettf; 
fore said to have inhabit*- 11 
Sweden's Great Lake for * 
least 360 years. A fleet of 1- 
yesscb with researchers 
six diver* set off 
Osiers und in JanH^ 
County, central Sweden 
equipped with an unden*^ « 
video camera and cc ** ? ! 
equipment hoping lo sob* 
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EVREUX (AFP) — An 81- 
y ear-old woman has already 
clocked up 600 kilometres at 
die wheel after passing her 
driving test first time round. 
The French great-grand- 
mother. Chris tiane 

Alexandre, passed her dri- 
ving test in Evreux, west of 
Paris, on July 21 “without 
any favouritism*’ on the part 
of the examinee She said she 
was delighted with her new- 
found freedom, explaining 
that she amply had no time 
to I earn to drive until now. 
Her licence will allow her to 
be independent, she said. 
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